
Legislative Committee acts on local and state public policy issues 
 
The CAA Legislative Committee reviewed bills introduced in the General Assembly this 
year including measures to address: crime-free housing; payment non-discrimination; 
recovery of costs for improper penalties; and conceal carry.  CAA is also participating in 
discussions with Rep. Damico and other interest groups on drafting a model crime-free 
housing ordinance that can be adopted by municipalities throughout the state. The 
committee will meet throughout the legislative session to monitor and take action on 
legislation affecting CAA members. The committee established a position on the 
following bills introduced early in the session: 
 

 HB 3702 (Ford) – concerning evictions, allows evidence for criminal activity may 
be based on police reports, photos, and affidavits for neighbors and tenants – 
SUPPORT 

 HB 4211 (Franks) – prohibits landlord from requiring tenant to pay rent by 
electronic means – NEUTRAL 

 HB 4778 (Welch) – regulates how landlords charge application fees to 
prospective tenants, requires landlords to provide tenants information about the 
grounds for denial obtained from a third party, includes civil penalties up to $200 
plus attorney’s fees – OPPOSE 

 SB 2829 (Link) – provides that in any successful appeal of a decision by a local 
unit of government, the court shall award plaintiff all reasonable costs including 
court costs and attorney’s fees, and if court finds the government was clearly 
erroneous, costs associated with the entire case dating back to the inception of 
the administrative proceeding are recoverable – SUPPORT 

 
At the local level, the committee reviewed several ongoing issues including: RLTO strict 
liability issues; security deposit lawsuits; Chicago life safety examination requirements; 
energy benchmarking; affordable housing development requirements; and Chicago 
pension reform and property taxes.  CAA will continue discussions with city council 
members on efforts to amend the RLTO.  The deadline for Chicago life safety 
examinations is December 31, 2014 and no further extensions of the deadline are 
expected.  The committee also discussed the status of evictions in Cook County. 
 


