
CAA Advocating on Your Behalf - Illinois General Assembly Update 
 
The Illinois General Assembly is back this week from a brief hiatus prior to the Illinois primary election.  
Although legislators have introduced more than 3000 bills since the start of the session in January, they 
have not seen many of those bills advance out of the Rules Committee or other substantive committees 
to be considered on the floor of the Illinois House or Senate.  In general, the pace of the legislative 
process has been slow, with many cancelled committees and session days --- not untypical for the 
second year of the biennial General Assembly session. 
 
We do, however, continue to work on a few issues of concern to members of the CAA.  Among them: 
 
House Bill 4609 (Feigenholtz) –  Currently a “shell” bill, Rep. Feigenholtz has drafted an amendment that 
would prohibit the State Fire Marshal from issuing any future sprinkler mandate and clarify that such an 
action can only be taken by the General Assembly.  Her legislation would also create the Task Force on 

Fire Safety and Fire Prevention Education, on which the CAA would be represented.  Although the 
amendment has not yet been filed, HB 4609 is posted for a hearing in the House State Government 
Administration Committee on March 20. 
 
House Bill 4778 (Welch) - Imposes some onerous provisions on landlords regarding the imposition of 
application fees. These include: a landlord may not charge more than “out-of-pocket” costs; a landlord 
must provide in writing the specific grounds that led to the denial of lease and provide a copy of any 
information obtained from a third party that formed a basis for the denial; and, a landlord may not 
knowingly make any misrepresentation to the prospective lessee regarding the current or future 
availability of a dwelling unit for lease, with a penalty for violation of any of these provisions. The CAA 
strongly opposes this legislation in its current form.  We have been meeting with the advocates, as well 
as other opponents (the Illinois Association of Realtors and Illinois Rental Property Owners Association), 
to see if there is any minimal “common ground” agreement regarding the application fee process.  The 
proponents have drafted an amendment that is currently being reviewed by CAA. HB 4778 has been 
posted for a hearing in the Housing Committee for March 25. 
 
House Bill 5395 (M. Davis) – Applicable only to Chicago, this bill toughens the eviction provisions, 
including:  the number of motions a tenant may file to stay the enforcement of an order of possession is 
limited to two; the sheriff shall evict the tenant within 30 days from the date of order of possession, 30 
days from a denial of a stay of enforcement, or 30 days after effective date of stay of enforcement.  If 
the sheriff fails to evict, the plaintiff (lessor) is authorized to use a third party, including the local police 
to execute the order for possession.  HB 5395 is posted for a hearing in the House Judiciary Committee 
on March 20 and March 24. 

 
House Bill 5396 (Farnham) - Provides that except for leases of less than one year or leases in which the 
total rent due per lease year is less than $10,000, a lessor of commercial property, prior to entering into 
a lease with a tenant, must disclose to the tenant, in writing, any and all commissions and fees being 
paid in connection with the lease transaction. Provides that a lessor who fails to provide the written 
disclosure is liable to the tenant in an amount equal to three times the amount of any non-disclosed 
commission or fee.  HB 5396 is posted for a hearing in House Judiciary Committee on March 20 and 
March 24. 
 
House Bill 5410 (Gabel) – An initiative of the Illinois Department of Public Health, this bill makes 
numerous changes to the definitions and provisions of the Lead Poisoning Prevention Act. Various 



stakeholders are participating in ongoing discussions with the Department, and the sponsor has 
indicated that she will not move the bill in its current form.  HB 5410 is posted for a hearing in the 
Human Services Committee for March 20 and March 24.  
 
House Bill 5538 (Lilly) – Expands the housing opportunity area abatement program to also include long-
term project-based Section 8 contracts (currently only housing choice voucher contracts).  Provides that 
the portions of the program relating to long-term project-based Section 8 contracts shall be 
administered by the Illinois Housing Development Authority.  Defines "long-term project-based Section 
8 contract" and "Section 8", redefines "housing opportunity area", and makes other conforming 
changes.  Extends the housing opportunity area abatement program through tax year 2024 (currently 
tax year 2014).  This last provision is also contained in Senate Bill 3147 (Hunter), which is pending in the 
Senate.  HB 5538 has been posted for a hearing in the House Revenue and Finance Committee for March 
21. 
 
Senate Bill 2829 (Link) – With a pending amendment applicable only to municipalities under 500,000, 
this bill would  provide that in any successful appeal under the Administrative Review Law of an adverse 
decision by a unit of local government, the court shall award the plaintiff all reasonable costs, including 
court costs and attorney's fees, associated with the appeal.  SB 2829 is posted for a hearing in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee on March 19. 
 
Senate Bill 3299 (Syverson) - Provides that when notification is made to a lessor by a governmental 
agency of an act concerning leased premises used in furtherance of a criminal offense, the governmental 
agencies having jurisdiction over the leased premises shall provide the owner, lessor, or agent with the 
information reasonably necessary to substantiate the required elements of a forcible entry and detainer 
action. Provides that a municipality or other governmental entity may not require an owner, lessor, or 
agent to bring a forcible entry and detainer action or impose a penalty on the owner, lessor, or agent for 
failure to evict when notification is made.  SB 3299 is posted for a hearing in the Judiciary Committee on 
March 19. 

 


