
 

 

Who's Who in the 115th Congress 

 

The 115th Congress (counting from the 1st Congress in 1789) officially convenes on January 3, 

2017.  Each congressional election brings new faces to Washington and gives advocates an 

opportunity to educate more Senators and Representatives about their issue areas and the positive 

impact Congress can make. Below you will find a listing of new members of the Senate and 

House and the statements they have made related to education.  

 

Senate: 

 

 Kamala Harris (D-CA):  Interests include addressing truancy leading to dropout; eliminating 

disparities in public education; universal early childhood education; wraparound services, 

especially in the poorest schools; and, strong support for students with disabilities. 

 Tammy Duckworth (D-IL):  Interests include affordable pre-K, especially for low- and 

middle-income families, and STEM and career and technical education.  [Note: Has 

significant physical disabilities, resulting from military service.] 

 Todd Young (R-IN):  Interests include local control of education. [Note: Former House 

member.] 

 Chris Van Hollen (D-MD):  Interests include full funding of the IDEA (Introduced bills in 

House for several years.); universal Pre-K; greater investment in education generally. 

Catherine Cortez Masto (D-NV):  Interests include increased education funding and 

maintaining the Department of Education. 

 Maggie Hassan (D-VT):  Interests include reducing standardized testing and using instead a 

local assessment model.  [Note: Son has significant disabilities. Husband, daughter, and 

parents are educators.]   

 John Kennedy (R-LA):  Interests include teacher quality and involving teachers and 

principals in teacher evaluation design.  [Note: Served as volunteer public school substitute 

teacher.]  

 

House: 

 

 Andy Biggs (R-AZ):  Interests include repeal of Common Core and returning education 

policy to local communities. 

 Tom O'Halleran (D-AZ):  Member of K-12 education committee in state legislature. Interests 

include increased education funding and supportive child protective services.  

 Rohit ("Ro") Khanna (D-CA): Interests include universal pre-K; innovative curriculum; 

increased investment in education, including special education, arts, and technology; more 

emphasis on critical thinking, collaborative skills, and teaching through the arts [STEAM: 

"science, technology, engineering, arts, and math."] 

 Jimmy Panetta (D-CA): Interests include expanding mental health services in schools for 

early intervention and reducing stigma; reducing overreliance on standardized testing; 

bringing teachers into decision making; early childhood education; affordable higher 

education.  



 Salud Carbajal (D-CA): Interests include mental health and other veterans' health services; 

affordable higher education; services for at-risk youth. 

 Nanette Barragán (D-CA):  Interests include funding early childhood education; addressing 

school to prison pipeline created by disparity in school discipline; advocating for children 

and adults with disabilities. [Note: worked as advocate for foster children with special 

education needs.] 

 Jose Luis (Lou) Correa (D-CA):  Interests include children's health and safety and mental 

health care. 

 Lisa Rochester (D-DE):  Interests include funding for public education and college 

affordability. 

 John Rutherford (R-FL):  Interests include providing mental health services (not specific to 

children or school services). 

 Al Lawson (D-FL):  Interests include increased investment in K-12 and higher education.  

 Stephanie Murphy (D-FL):  Interests include education as the path to life success; smaller 

class size; afterschool and summer programs; anti-bullying programs; early childhood 

education; STEAM. 

 Darren Soto (D-FL):  Interests include smaller class size; increased compensation to recruit 

and retain high-quality teachers. 

 Valdez Venita (Val) Demings (D-FL):  Interests include access to quality K-12 education and 

affordable higher education.  [Note: Began career as social worker for foster children.] 

Charlie Crist (D-FL):  As governor, education was high priority.  [Note: Father was school 

board chairman; two sisters were teachers.] 

 Matt Gaetz (R-FL):  Interests include abolishing U.S. Department of Education; opt-out of 

Common Core; and allowing parents and local officials to choose curriculum and standards. 

 Neal Dunn (R-FL):  Interests include stopping Common Core and eliminating U.S. 

Department of Education. 

 Brian Mast (R-FL): Interests include opposition to Common Core; support for school choice 

("dollars follow students").  [Note: Has significant physical disabilities, resulting from 

military service.] 

 Francis Rooney (R-FL): No statement on education; however, supports overall decrease in 

federal spending. 

 Drew Ferguson (R-GA):  No statement on education.  

 Colleen Hanabusa (D-HI):  Interests include funding for students with disabilities and college 

affordability. 

 Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-IL):  Interests include strong public education system, expanded 

child care, and early childhood programs. 

 Brad Schneider (D-IL):  Interests include empowering teachers through better training and 

compensation; increased investment in early childhood; transforming challenged schools; 

developing shared educational standards & effective measures of learning; affordable higher 

education. 

 Jim Banks (R-IN):  No statement on education.   

 Trey Hollingsworth (R-IN): No statement on education. 

 Roger Marshall (R-KS):  No statement on education. 

 James Comer (R-KY): Interests include increased career and technical education; allowing 

teachers to work without federal interference. 



 Clay Higgins (R-LA): Interests include opposition to Common Core; sharp reduction of 

federal role in education; elimination of U.S. Department of Education; support for school 

choice and local control. 

 Mike Johnson (R-LA): No statement on education; supports limited federal government. 

 Jamie Raskin (D-MD):  Interests include increased funding for public education, reducing 

testing, and affordable, accessible higher education. 

 Anthony Brown (D-MD):  Interests include education as the key to life success; increased 

funding for education infrastructure; support to community colleges. 

 Jack Bergman (R-MI):  Interests include more choice in education, including homeschooling. 

 Paul Mitchell (R-MI):  No statement on education. [Note: CEO of for-profit company 

training allied medical professionals.] 

 Jason Lewis (R-MN):  Interests include merit pay for teachers; collective bargaining reform; 

seniority rules changes; school choice. 

 Don Bacon (R-NE):  Interests include opposition to Common Core and support for local 

control of education. 

 Jacky Rosen (D-NV):  Interests include affordable higher education, including apprenticeship 

and community college programs. 

 Ruben Kihuen (D-NV):  Interests include strong investment in public education; opposition 

to private school vouchers; ensuring teachers are well-trained; and full funding of Head Start. 

 Carol Shea-Porter (D-NH): Interests include early childhood education and affordable higher 

education. 

 Joshua Gottheimer (D-NJ):  Interests include STEM and importance of education generally; 

affordable college.  [Note: Mother was preschool teacher.] 

 Thomas Suozzi (D-NY):  Interests include STEM as path to job creation; affordable college. 

 John Faso (R-NY):  Interests include importance of good education; charter schools; 

affordable higher education.  [Note: Wife is a school nurse.] 

 Claudia Tenney (R-NY):  Interests include opposition to "federally mandated" Common 

Core; opt-out of "Common Core testing"; local control of education. 

 Adriano Espaillat (D-NY): Interests include fiscal equity in education; universal pre-K; 

extended instructional time in Title I schools; increased technology training; expansion of 

dual-language K-12 programs. 

 Ted Budd (R-NC): Interests include allowing parents opportunity to educate children in 

public, private, or home school environments.  [Note: His children are homeschooled.] 

 Dwight Evans (D-PA):  Interests include community schools; charter schools; school-based 

health centers; strong support K-college.  [Note: Began career as teacher; started K-8 urban 

charter school with strong results.] 

 Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA): No statement on education. 

 Lloyd Smucker (R-PA):  Interests include local control of education; school choice; career 

and technical education. 

 David Kustoff (R-TN):  Interests include support for public schools; local control; opposition 

to Common Core. 

 Vicente Gonzalez (D-TX): Interests include fully funding pre-K and Head Start; affordable 

child care.  [Note: Wife is former teacher/administrator.]  

 Jodey Arrington (R-TX):  No statement on education. 



 Scott Taylor (R-VA):  Interests include support for national education goals administered by 

States and localities; opposition to unfunded mandates, but support for ESSA as means to 

more local control; opposition to over-regulation 

 Donald McEachin (D-VA): Interests include universal pre-K; greater investment in 

education; affordable higher education; Medicaid expansion. [Note: Mother was teacher.] 

 Tom Garrett (R-VA): Interests include opposition to "anti-conservative" federal education 

initiatives; school choice in public, private, and home schools.  

 Pramila Jayapal (D-WA):  Interests include early childhood education; affordable college; 

equity in education; support for Dreamers. 

 Mike Gallagher (R-WI):  Interests include career and technical education; local control; 

school choice; affordable higher education. 

 Liz Cheney (R-WY):  Interests include repeal of Common Core; local control. 


