
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

CASE Educational Legislative Leadership Conference 
Congressional Visits Talking Points - July 2013 

 
REMEMBER:  Your personal stories are "worth a thousand words!" 

 
CASE believes: 

• Students with disabilities benefit from a strong overall federal investment in education, and current federal funding for 

education must be maintained and increased to ensure academic success for all students. 

• It is essential the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), IDEA, Perkins Career and Technical Education Act, and 

other pertinent education laws be carefully aligned.  The main focus must continue to be on meeting the needs of individual 

students and providing the necessary training and supports for educators and administrators to accomplish that goal.  The 

funding and resources to meet the goals set forth in ESEA reauthorization will be critically important to provide states and 

districts with the valuable tools for effective implementation.   

General Talking Points: 
1) CASE members are extremely concerned about the continuation of sequestration and the continued erosion of funding for 

non-defense discretionary (NDD) programs that affect students with disabilities and their families (education, health, social 
services, job training, etc.). 

2) CASE members are in the best position in school districts to comment on the effects of these cuts on students and families and 
are happy to keep senators and representatives informed of those effects on the local school district and state. 

3) Tell your stories! 
 

 
Issues:   
 
1.   IDEA Funding 

Recommendation: CASE urges Congress to maintain or increase investments in services and supports for students with 
disabilities by providing adequate funding for all parts of IDEA for FY 2014. 

 

• Nationally, about 7 million students with disabilities receive legally mandated services under the IDEA.  

• Beginning this month, sequestration – 5% across the board cuts affecting all federal programs – will mean a cut totaling $621.7 
million in State IDEA grants (Part B), Preschool, and Part C, affecting adequate staffing and direct services to children and 
families. 

 
• Districts must provide a free appropriate public education for students with special needs in the least restrictive environment, 

regardless of the cost, even as states and local communities continue to face economic hardships. 
 

• IDEA funding is currently less than 16 percent of the 40 percent promised. 

• Funding for the Personnel Preparation Grants program must be maintained or increased to ensure a sufficient supply of highly 
effective educational personnel to support the education of students with disabilities. 

• IDEA Part C funding for infants and toddlers with disabilities has not received increases in funding for many years, with the 

exception of ARRA dollars. Conversely, the number of children served by states has increased significantly. Early intervention 

has significant long-term benefits for children, their families and communities.   

2. ESEA Reauthorization:  CASE believes the goals and provisions of the ESEA and the IDEA must be carefully aligned to promote 
success for all students. Further, CASE believes these two very significant laws must convey consistent messages related to 
academic expectations, assessment, and accountability measures of student growth and administrator and teacher effectiveness.  

 
I. CASE recommends continuous support and funding for embedded quality professional development and coaching for 

all educators connecting effective research-based educational practices to assessment, instruction, and collaboration. 

II. CASE recommends: 

a) Any assessments required by ESEA are administered to students with disabilities within the parameters specified in the 
students’ IEPs.  Accommodations stated on the IEP and used throughout the year should be allowed during testing, 
including the use of assistive technology, as appropriate. 
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b) For all students, use of effective measures of achievement to assess student achievement over time, recognizing the 
important balance between multiple measures of achievement, flexible use of growth models, and other individual 
progress monitoring measures. 

c) Funding for research and development of more effective assessment and accountability systems that utilize multiple 
measures and growth models and funding to determine how a growth model can be implemented in a responsible effective 
manner to better meet the goal of high academic achievement. 
 

III. CASE recommends: 

a) Continued support for the High Objective Uniform State Standard of Evaluation (HOUSSE) for all special educators, 
including a standard measure for “highly qualified” in either a specific core subject or in multiple subjects with greater 
flexibility for multiple subject teachers and special educators in meeting the highly qualified teacher definition. 

b) Use of teacher evaluation systems that are fair and provide educators with relevant, supportive, and instructive feedback. 
Evaluators must be well trained in evidence-based evaluation systems and techniques and have expertise specific to the 
position they are evaluating.  Such expertise will allow understanding of the requirements and demands of the position 
and allow for meaningful feedback. 

c) Local control in designing flexible performance-evaluation instruments to address the wide range of specialized roles and 
responsibilities of educators, administrators and specialized instructional support personnel.  A flexible evaluation 
instrument may incorporate such factors as collaboration skills, shared accountability for student outcomes, diversity of 
students’ instructional needs, and varied educational settings. 

d) Evaluation of special educators using measures that reflect their area of practice and that utilize valid and reliable 
assessment instruments.  Evaluation systems must support and encourage collaboration among professionals and ensure 
opportunities for continued professional growth over time.  Opportunities should be available to educators to work with 
mentors and career coaches, participate in high quality job embedded professional development and to receive resources 
and supports outside the classroom as needed to improve. 

e) Funding for ongoing research to study the relationship between a) highly qualified administrators/educators and 
improved student outcomes   and b) differentiated compensation and student achievement. 

 
IV. CASE recommends: 

a) Use of a longitudinal data system throughout the student’s secondary school program to include: transcript data, college 
readiness test results, and post-secondary career assessments to provide a comprehensive overview of student 
achievement, strengths and needs for guiding and supporting postsecondary transition plans. 

b) Increased funding to support transition activities and a wide array of academic and career and technical education 
opportunities for students.   

 
V. CASE recommends: 

a) Charter schools that are part of a local educational agency (LEA) guarantee students with disabilities are served in the 
same manner as those served in other schools of the LEA, including the provision of specialized instructional support 
services.   

b) Public funds are not used to support school choice programs that allow use of those funds for private school options. 
 

VI. CASE recommends: 

Full funding of the ESEA at authorized levels.  Federal commitment to financial resources and technical assistance to fully     
achieve the goals of ESEA will ensure states and districts can continue effective implementation.  States and local districts 
cannot continue to assume the increasing burden of funding federal mandates given current severe budget reductions at 
the state and district levels. 

 
3.    Private School Vouchers:  Since the passage of the original federal special education law (P.L. 94-142) in 1975, great strides 
have been made on inclusion of students with disabilities in the general education classroom and in effective special education 
programs.  Redirecting funds from public schools to vouchers for private schools will roll back progress made for these students.  
 

CASE opposes private school vouchers for all students, including students with disabilities, as contrary to the best interests 
of children and youth and their families, the public school system, local communities, and taxpayers. CASE believes vouchers 
both contradict and undermine central purposes of civil rights laws designed to protect children and youth with disabilities for 
the following reasons: 
� No guarantee of a free appropriate public education (FAPE), as guaranteed by the IDEA.   
� Absence of necessary accountability.  
� Segregation of students with disabilities. 
� No guarantee of services. 

 
 


