
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
March 1, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell  The Honorable Paul Ryan 
Leader, U.S. Senate    Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20510    Washington, DC  20515 
 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer   The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Minority Leader, U.S. Senate   Minority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader Schumer, Speaker Ryan, and Minority Leader Pelosi: 
 
The Council of Administrators of Special Education (CASE) has deep concerns about the House leadership's 
proposals to make radical structural changes to the Medicaid program by sending federal funds to states through 
block grants or imposing capita caps.  We urge you to reject these proposals, which will have a serious 
deleterious effect on children with disabilities across the country.   
 
The Council of Administrators of Special Education (CASE), an international professional educational 
organization affiliated with the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), represents special education 
administrators in local school districts, the individuals charged with responsibility for implementation and 
financial oversight of special education programs for children and youth with disabilities. These individuals 
understand intimately the impact of the potential loss of Medicaid dollars in schools – $4-$5 billion used to 
reimburse critical services such as occupational, physical, and speech-language therapies, school nurse services, 
and mental health services.  Providing these and other comprehensive physical and mental health services in 
schools to low income students and students with disabilities improves accessibility of health care, especially in 
high needs and hard to serve areas such as rural and urban communities. 
 
CASE strongly opposes significant cuts to the Medicaid program generally. Cutting funding and establishing 
funding caps for the Medicaid program threaten the longstanding Medicaid guarantee for people with 
disabilities. Per capita cap proposals are designed to dramatically reduce federal support for what is already a 
lean program, which will force states to cut services and eligibility. This puts the health and wellbeing of people 
with disabilities at significant risk. For many people with disabilities, being able to access timely needed care is 
a life or death matter.  Children especially will be harmed, and CASE does not believe Congress intends that to 
be the result of any changes to the health care system. 
 
Children constitute approximately 44 percent of Medicaid beneficiaries, but only account for about 19 percent of 
the costs of Medicaid.  Block granting Medicaid could result in fewer children receiving services, coverage of 
fewer services, lower payments to providers, or increased cost-sharing by beneficiaries, all of which would 
result in reduced access to care. Per capita caps would cut federal costs by setting arbitrary limits on federal 
Medicaid.  In short, reduced funding through either of these mechanisms will disproportionately harm our 
nation's children. 
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CASE urges you to reject any plans that impact vulnerable populations who currently receive critical medical 
services through Medicaid.  Any health care plan Congress adopts must protect children and individuals with 
disabilities and ensure continued support for school-based services.  We look forward to working with the 
leadership and members of Congress as you consider next steps for health care reform. For additional 
information, please contact Dr. Luann Purcell, lpurcell@casecec.org.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Luann Purcell 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
CC: The Honorable Orrin Hatch, Chairman, Committee on Finance 
 The Honorable Ron Wyden, Ranking Member, Committee on Finance 
 The Honorable Lamar Alexander, Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions 
 The Honorable Patty Murray, Ranking Member, Committee on Health, Education, Labor & Pensions 
 The Honorable Kevin Brady, Chairman, Committee on Ways & Means 
 The Honorable Richard Neal, Ranking Member, Committee on Ways & Means 
 The Honorable Greg Walden, Committee on Energy & Commerce 
 The Honorable Frank Pallone, Ranking Member, Committee on Energy & Commerce 
 
 
 


