
President Calls for Additional Cuts in FY 2017 

 

Congress has been negotiating on Fiscal Year 2017 (FY 2017; School Year 2017-18) 

spending since before the presidential election.  Since they could not finish their work 

before the election, Congress passed a Continuing Resolution (CR) to keep the 

government operating until they could complete the appropriations process.  That CR 

expires on April 28. 

 

President Trump now has announced he would like to see $3 billion in cuts to education 

below the current CR levels.  In fact, his proposal to make significant cuts at this point in 

the appropriations process is unprecedented, prompting a statement from the chairman of 

the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor-Health and Human Services- 

Education Tom Cole (R-OK):  House Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations 

Subcommittee chairman Tom Cole (R-OK):  

“…it's a little late in the process. We've closed out our bills… No entering 

administration should be negotiating the budget for the year it's in, because they 

don't have the people there to do it. They just got an OMB [Office of 

Management and Budget] director, they don't have a lot of their staff, they don't 

have their people in places in the Cabinet agencies in order to make intelligent 

decisions and even recommendations.” 

Among the cuts proposed by the president are the following: 

 

 $1.2 billion cut from Supporting Effective Instruction (Title II) State Grants, which is 

eliminated completely in the president's 2018 budget proposal.  These funds support 

teacher and administrator training and professional development, and this is the 

second largest formula grant program under the Every Student Succeeds Act.   

 $190 million cut by eliminating the comprehensive literacy development grants 

(formerly Striving Readers) in Title I.  This program specifically mentions addressing 

literacy instruction for students with disabilities, including training for general 

education teachers. 

 $248 million cut from programs eliminated by the Every Student Succeeds Act and 

whose funding is intended to be covered by the new Title IV block grant in FY 2017.  

ESSA, Title IV-A includes programs in three buckets: well-rounded education, safe 

and healthy students, and technology. 
 

In addition, the president calls for deep cuts in other budgetary areas, including the 

National Institutes of Health, the Centers for Disease Control, and the Mental Health 

block grant. 

 

It is looking more likely that Congress will adopt a CR for the remainder of FY 2017, 

which ends on September 30, 2017.  They are already well into discussions about the FY 

2018 budget, for which the president has proposed even deeper cuts. 


