
1.  Legal Update (90 minutes with Julie Weatherly): 
Special Education Legal Update:  What Happened in 2015 

and What's to Come? 
  

Last year was another active year in the area of special education law!  Even though there have 

been no recent changes to applicable federal laws, there is an enormous amount of litigation going 

on, while courts and agencies attempt to interpret and apply the provisions of the IDEA, Section 

504 and the ADA.  In this session, Julie Weatherly will update the audience on significant special 

education “legal happenings” during 2015, including court decisions and agency interpretations 

from OSEP, OCR and the DOJ. 

 
2.  Facilitated National conversation (some informal Q&A during lunch):  

Follow-up to Legal Update:  Informal Lunchtime Q&A 
  

Now that Julie has highlighted 2015's hot "legal happenings" and their ramifications, now's the time for a 
few follow-up questions for Julie from the audience (and, hopefully, she can provide some answers!) 
3.  Legal considerations (75 minutes) 

Discipline of Students with Disabilities:  What are the Rules 
and Practical Implications?  Part I 

  

Perhaps one of the most challenging issues that school personnel face in the area of special 

education law is discipline.  The laws and rules are complex and, in some instances, may seem 

unworkable and unrealistic.  What disciplinary consequences can be imposed for violations of the 

code of conduct by a student with a disability?  In this session, Julie Weatherly will review 

her "general legal rules of discipline" under the IDEA (and Section 504). 
4.  Legal considerations (75 minutes) 

Discipline of Students with Disabilities:  What are the Rules 
and Practical Implications?  Part II 

  
In Part II of this overall session on the issue of discipline, Julie will continue her review of the "general 
legal rules of discipline" and will then turn to common practical questions and implications of those 
rules.  Topics will include the use of bus suspension, in-school suspension, timeout and restraint, the role 
of criminal authorities in dealing with behavior, addressing the dangerous/severely disruptive student, 
student harassment, etc. 
5.  National conversation on Legal issues (45 minutes) 

Wrapping Up the Legal Discussion with More Q&A 
  

This final session will provide participants with an opportunity to pose questions generated by the 
day's presentations and discussions.  

 


