
E C O N O M I C  B E N E F I T S  O F  PA R K S  &  R E C R E AT I O N

Great cities
have great park systems

Investing in parks, 
recreation facilities & programs 
is good business

•  Property value: Increased property value provides direct 
income to Palmdale’s general fund, which is in turn used 
to provide services to residents. Parks enhance nearby land 
values by 15-20%.¹ Parks create less tax burden for residents 
than new home developments.²

•  Tourism: Increased sales tax generation provides direct 
income to Palmdale’s general fund. $6.86 million: Est. 
consumer spending on sports program fees in Palmdale.³ 
$6.94 million: Estimated consumer spending on recreation 
lesson fees in Palmdale.³

 •  Direct Use: Residents’ use of free parks and free/low-cost 
recreation opportunities provide direct savings to Palmdale 
residents.²

•  Health: The beneficial aspects of exercise in parks provide 
direct savings to business and residents. There is a $250 cost 
difference between those who exercise regularly and for 
those who don’t; at age 65, the difference increases 
to $500.²

 •  Community Cohesion: Parks provide 
opportunities for residents to band together, 
creating relationships. In turn, the more 
‘webs’ of relationships a community 
has, the stronger, safer and 
more successful it is.²

•  Clean Water: Even in our arid climate, parks reduce water 
pollution, proving environmental savings.²

•  Clean Air: Park trees and shrubs absorb a variety of air 
pollutants, providing environmental savings.²

¹National Association of Homebuilders.
²Measuring the Economic Value of a City Park System, The Trust for Public Land, 2009.
³ 2011 Bureau of Labor Statistics

A great park system creates pride in our community, while programs and events create 
memorable experiences for our residents, young people, seniors and visitors to enjoy. They 
enhance our community’s image as a great place to raise a family, and they help attract and 
retain business. Seven attributes of park systems that provide measurable economic value:


