
Senator __________ 
United States Senate 
Washington DC, 20510 
 
Dear Senator _______________, 
 
I am writing to ask you to support the continued inclusion of a corrected version of Section 805 in the 
National Defense Authorization Act of 2015 (NDAA). This revenue neutral, bipartisan provision based on 
Sen. Fischer’s S. 2652 and H.R. 2750, the Design-Build Efficiency and Jobs Act, when corrected will 
increase efficiency, encourage qualified professionals to participate in federal procurement and help 
more small businesses take part in federal contracting. (S. 2652 can be used as guide for how the final 
Sec. 805 should look.) 
 
[Language here on you, your company/office, including some data -- if readily available and appropriate 
-- on number of employees and economic foot print in the district, plus any specific high-profile design-
build projects.] 
 
Sec. 805 would increase efficiency, promotes quality in federal projects and expands opportunity by 
encouraging better use of the preferred two-step design-build federal project delivery procedures and 
limiting the use of single-step procedures.  
 
Design-build is an integrated approach that delivers design and construction services under one contract 
with a single point of responsibility. Federal agencies experience less administrative burden, faster 
delivery, cost savings and better quality when using design-build than with other contracting methods. 
Practitioners reap benefits since an integrated team is fully and equally committed to controlling costs, 
and communication between designers and builders is streamlined. 
 
Federal regulation allows the use of design-build project delivery, including both a single-step process 
and a two-step process. The two-step process is vastly superior. Due to the high up-front costs of a 
single-step process – often reaching hundreds of thousands of dollars or even millions – many 
companies decide not to submit a proposal since their chances of final selection are so low. This is 
particularly true for small businesses with limited resources. 
 
The two-step process, unlike the single-step, is focused initially on the qualifications of the design-build 
teams. If done right the initial response is a simple statement of qualification used to create a short list 
of not more than five of the most qualified respondents that only then put together detailed proposals. 
This procedure is not only good for American firms of all sizes; it also benefits the American taxpayer 
who can be sure the most qualified firms were not scared away from a project simply due to the costs of 
proposing.  

 
To limit single-step procedures and improve two-step procedures we support legislation that would:  

 Limit the use of single-step design-build to federal projects that are less than $750,000, and 

 Require federal agencies to better justify why they short-list more than five finalists in the two-
step process, and put in place related reporting requirements. 

 
Once again, please support the inclusion of a corrected Section 805 in the National Defense 
Authorization Act of 2015 (NDAA). If you have any questions feel free to contact me or Louis Jenny at 
the Design-Build Institute of America, ljenny@dbia.org.  

mailto:ljenny@dbia.org


 
Sincerely, 


