
FL School Nutrition Association Board Meeting Report 

 FSNA held its Winter Board of Directors meeting on February 13, 2018. The lengthy agenda covered a 

wide array of important issues for the Board to review, discuss and vote upon. Here is a summary of the 

meeting. 

• Board members present: Kevin Thornton, Julie Hedine, Judith Coomer, Kandy Messenger, Jennie 

Cheesman, Matthew Taylor, Lisa McCarty, Valerie Chun, Rita Lewis, Paul Ingram, Mary 

Scattergood, Lakeisha Hood, Martina Brawer 

 

• In his President’s report, Kevin Thornton, thanked the Legislative Chair Lynn Geist and Co- Chair 

Tim Tankersley for planning an educational, highly productive and entertaining Legislative 

Action Caucus. He praised the refreshed agenda.  

 

• Treasurer Judy Coomer reported on the FSNA finances. She advised the board that income and 

expenses are on track with what was budgeted, however, the budget remains very tight as a 

result of the discontinuation of the Industry Seminar. She also reported that the FSNA annual 

audit is underway. She reminded the Region Directors that FSNA is now accounting for the 

region funds, as per the previous audit requirements and all Region Directors have until March 1 

to close their bank accounts and send the funds to FSNA. The funds still belong to the Region to 

be used at the Region’s discretion. 

 

• Sustaining Industry Partner Rep. Matthew Taylor reported that he is recruiting members from 

the SIP community to re-establish the FSNA SIP Advisory Council to assure that the board 

receives input from the FSNA Industry Partners for planning events and other FSNA issues. 

 

• Executive Director Martina Brawer reported Florida-based dairy producers and long-time FSNA 

Champion, M & B Products has stepped forward to be the FSNA Association Partner of the Year, 

providing sponsorships at all FSNA events. She also reported the FSNA parking lot has been 

repaved. 

 

• Association Advisor and FDACS, Division of Food, Nutrition and Wellness Director Lakeisha 

Hood’s report included: 

o FDACS is reviewing the unpaid meal charges policies and reporting back to Rep. 
Katie Walpol.   

o FDACS will be instituting some new internal controls for the Summer Food 
Service Program (e.g. Summer BreakSpot) as a result of the USDA-OIG Audit of 
SFSP.   

o Communication kits for counties where DSNAP was implemented will be arriving 
in May 2018 for distribution through the start of SY19.  These kits will include a 
direct mail piece, which will be similar to or in tandem with the Summer 
BreakSpot mailer that goes out annually to all SNAP eligible households by zip 
code.   



o FDACS has submitted its waiver request to the USDA-FNS to request the 
eligibility status carryover period be extended from 30 days to 60 days to allow 
parents/guardians time to submit household eligibility applications or to apply 
for SNAP, TANF or Medicaid benefits.  FDACS was given indications at a recent 
meeting with USDA-FNS, SERO that approval of this request would be 
likely.          

o Cabinet resolutions have been requested from Commissioner Putnam for 
National School Breakfast Week and National School Lunch Week.   

 

• Bylaws Committee Chair Gwen Freier reported on her committee’s work on reviewing the 

Bylaws. She began by thanking committee members Natalie Von Suskil, Mary Jane Dunlop and 

Judith Gordon, and FSNA Staff Members Kristyn McCauley and Martina Brawer for contributing 

to the effort. The board approved the Bylaws revision recommendations from the committee, 

and the revisions will go to the House of Delegates for approval. The revisions include: 

 

o Adding a District Director at Large position to the Board of Directors and revising the 

Administrative/Supervisory Section Chair position to disallow district directors from 

serving in that position. 

 

o Removing the requirement that individuals who serve on FSNA Committees must 

hold an SNA membership. 

 

o And, a variety of technical amendments including removing references to the 

Industry Seminar – which has been discontinued – and references to the Spring 

Annual Conference. 

 

• The Board of Directors also reviewed and approved updates and amendments to the FSNA 

Employee Handbook, approved a new agreement that all Future Leaders Scholarship winners 

will sign, and reviewed and discussed the FSNA Lobbyist Contract. 

 

• Kevin Thornton gave an update on the Lead Summit: a nationally acclaimed keynote speaker has 

been secured, the vendors lightning round schedule determined and a 4-hour leadership 

training block scheduled. 

 

• Incoming President Julie Hedine announced that the 2018 Leadership Conference will take place 

June 7 – 9 at the Center for Nutrition and Culinary Services in Hillsborough County, and will 

include a tour of the state of the art central kitchen, chef demonstrations and management 

training content.  

 

• Kevin Thornton thanked the board members for their service to FSNA, and the meeting was 

adjourned. 


