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In 2012, the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) requested advice regarding a National 
Address Database from the National Geospatial Advisory Committee (NGAC).  The FGDC 
specifically requested comments on:

1.The need for a National Address Database and the benefits and potential savings and 
efficiencies that will be realized;
2.Potential concerns about a National Address Database, including privacy issues; and 
3.Possible approaches for development of a National Address Database, including the roles 
of Federal, State, local, and Tribal governments, commercial partners, as well as other  
stakeholders.

The NGAC formed a National Address Database subcommittee to study and analyze these 
issues.  The subcommittee’s findings were approved by the NGAC on December 3, 2012 and the 
recommendations were forwarded to the FGDC.

The subcommittee identified numerous reasons for assembling a National Address database. 
Among these reasons were emergency response and public safety; improved government 
services; deconfliction of existing address systems; real and potential cost savings for 
government; and positive economic benefits for the private sector.  The subcommittee identified 
as concerns the need to identify and resolve legal constraints on data sharing; public privacy 
considerations; special exemptions for military base addresses; and liability and indemnification 
issues.

The report presents an analysis of National Address Database development options based on 
selection of current practices that are consistent with best practices and Federal government 
standards to ensure consistency.  Recognizing that local and county governments are best 
positioned to ensure the accuracy of address information, a workflow was defined to enable all 
levels of government to participate.  Five specific options for the development and management of 
the database were presented, with a sixth, “hybrid” option acknowledged.

The concluding paragraph of the report states: 

“A National Address Database should be developed to aggregate and integrate local  
address data – to make it comprehensive and seamless at the national level on a regular  
frequency.  This database should meet the needs of Federal, state, and local government,  
as well as provide opportunities for new products and services from the private sector.  The 
NGAC believes that a National Address Database would provide significant benefits both to  
citizens and the economy.”

A copy of the complete report is available at http://www.fgdc.gov/ngac/meetings/december-
2012/NGAC%20National%20Address%20Database%20Paper.pdf 
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