
 

New OLC Offerings 

Using Tabletops as an Alternative to Traditional Case Review in SARTs 

How do you discuss critical systems issues related to sexual assault with colleagues from other 
disciplines, while still being victim-centered?  Is there any alternative to conducting case reviews? And 
how do you develop respect and form working relationships between professionals with extremely 
different roles? Conducting tabletop exercises utilizing hypothetical case scenarios may be one way for 
you to answer these questions and solve these issues. Participants in this workshop will learn how one 
multi-disciplinary team has transformed the way that they discuss sexual assault cases, and will leave 
this workshop with tools to implement tabletop exercises in their own communities. 

1.0 ANCC contact hour 
$10 for members 
$20 for non-members 

 Participants will be able to: 

         Explain what a tabletop exercise is to their local SARTs/MDT 

         Identify the benefits of conducting tabletop exercises/hypothetical case scenarios 

         Develop a plan to implement tabletop exercises in their home communities 

Strangulation Case Review Summer of 2015 

Strangulation is a lethal form of intimate partner violence, and commonly seen in sexual assault cases as 
well. Through case review, attendees will increase their understanding of strangulation and its proper 
assessment in the clinical setting. 

1.5 ANCC contact hours 
 $15 for members 
 $30 for non-members 

Participants will be able to: 

 Define the screening process and assessment in caring for a patient of IPV and or Strangulation. 

 Identify signs/symptoms or lack of related to IPV/ strangulation 

 Assess the potentially lethal consequences of IPV/Strangulation 

 
 

The Detroit Sexual Assault Kit Action Research Project  

Detroit, Michigan is one of a growing number of U.S. cities that have large numbers of untested sexual 
assault kits (SAKs). In August 2009, representatives from the local police, state police, and the 
prosecutor’s office toured a remote property storage facility to discuss how to best manage the volume 
of evidence in police custody. During that tour, an assistant prosecutor noticed a large number of 



storage boxes on shelving units, and when asked what they were, police personnel indicated that they 
were rape kits. When pressed for details about the kits, police officials were not able to verify how many 
SAKs were in police property and how many of those SAKs had been tested. 
To develop long‐term strategies for resolving this problem, a multidisciplinary action research project 
was created, The Detroit Sexual Assault Kit (SAK) Action Research Project (ARP), which brought together 
researchers and practitioners from law enforcement, prosecution, forensic sciences, forensic nursing, 
and victim advocacy to address four primary goals: 
1) To assess the scope of the problem by conducting a complete census of all SAKs in police property; 
2) To identify the underlying factors that contributed to why Detroit had so many unsubmitted SAKs; 
3) To develop a plan for testing SAKs and to evaluate the efficacy of that plan; 
4) To create a victim notification protocol and evaluate the efficacy of that protocol. 
 
This session will review the report findings. 
 
1.5 ANCC contact hours 
 $25 for members 
 $50 for non-members 
 
 

The Urban Institute: Surviving the Streets: Experiences of LGBTQ Youth, YMSM, YWSW Engaged in 

Survival Sex (Marilyn Dank) 

In 2011, researchers from the Urban Institute launched a three-year study of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 

and queer or questioning (LGBTQ) youth; young men who have sex with men (YMSM); and young women who 

have sex with women (YWSW) engaged in survival sex in New York City. Working in partnership with the New York 

City–based organization Streetwise and Safe (SAS), researchers trained youth leaders to conduct in-depth 

interviews with a total of 283 youths who engaged in survival sex in New York City and identified themselves as 

LGBTQ, YMSM, or YWSW. During these interviews, youth were asked a wide range of questions about their 

backgrounds and experiences. The information they shared paints a vivid picture of how they survive in the face of 

adversity, often dealing with issues rooted in poverty, homophobia, transphobia, racism, child abuse, and 

criminalization. 

Participants will be able to illustrate the findings of this study. 
 
1.0 ANCC contact hours 
 $15 for members 
 $30 for non-members 
 


