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March 15, 2018:  The inaugural meeting of the Integrative Health and Wellness 
Congressional Caucus (IHWCC) convened on March 15, 2018 at the Rayburn House 
Office Building in Washington, DC. Hosted by founding bi-partisan Colorado 
Representatives Mike Coffman and Jared Polis, and with a panel of exceptional speakers, 
including Margaret Chesney, PhD, Eric Schoomaker, MD, PhD, Lt. Gen., US Army (Ret.), 
and Gerard W. Clum, DC, this two-hour session highlighted the powerful role of 
integrative healthcare in shifting from reaction based treatment to proactive promotion of 
and focus on prevention, wellness, and well-being of the whole body.   
 

In his opening remarks, Rep. Polis addressed one of 
the areas of focus is alternatives for pain management 
to address the opioid crisis and making non-
pharmacological and integrative approaches for pain 
care available to the public.  Rep. Coffman said that 
the purpose of the caucus is to change the current 
reactive paradigm of conventional care to a proactive 
paradigm that focuses more on outcomes, more on 
prevention, more on alternatives and integrating them 
into the healthcare system. Both emphasized the need 
to put the whole person as the focus in terms of health 
outcomes. Both recognized IHPC for its leadership in 
initiating the Caucus and called for the continued 
support of IHPC, including organizations like ICA, to 
increase membership in the Caucus. 
 
 

The panel presentation session was chaired by 
IHPC Chair Dr. Len Wisneski and included 
representatives from a variety of government 
agencies including the Department of Defense, Eric 
Schoomaker, MD, PhD, Lt. Gen., US Army (Ret.), 
and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Benjamin E. Kligler, MD MPH, and Natural Health 
Professionals including Gerard W. Clum, DC, who 
represented chiropractic, and William Reddy, Lac, 
DipIAc who represented acupuncture. The 
International Chiropractors Association (ICA) was 
represented by the Association’s Executive 
Director, Mr. Ronald Hendrickson, Director of 
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Government Relations Beth Clay and Director of Business Development, Bridget Van 
Egmond, MBA.  
 
“This inaugural session is just the beginning of a major new effort to turn the national 
health care system around to a focus on prevention, wellness, wellbeing and health 
creation,” said ICA Lobbyist Beth Clay.  “This new policy group provides a powerful new 
means through which the interests and concerns of health care professionals outside the 
medical model and the millions of patients of all ages they serve can be more effectively 
represented.”  
 
“ICA will continue to work closely with the IHPC community, which collectively represents 
more than 600,000 natural health practitioners, to provide a much more powerful voice 
on behalf of expanded access to chiropractic in all programs, both public and private,” 
said Mrs. Clay.  “I am very excited about this new caucus and proud of the role the 
International Chiropractors Association (ICA) has played in bringing it about.” 
 
For more information on the IHPC and the Caucus, visit: https://www.ihpc-congress.org/  
 
 

#### 

https://www.ihpc-congress.org/

