
 

Noted University of Cincinnati Criminal Justice Researcher Responds to New York Times 

Articles Critical of Community Corrections 

With the support of Talbert House staff and the International Community Corrections Association,             

Dr. Edward Latessa provided the following response to a recent story appearing in the New York 

Times.  Over the last several months the New York Times has published several articles openly critical of 

residential reentry programs and specifically targeted programs in the States of New York and New 

Jersey.  We believe it is important to counter these stories which have negatively portrayed our industry 

and operations. 

The following is Dr. Latessa’s response: 

“I read with interest your March 24 article entitled “Pennsylvania Study Finds Halfway Houses 

Don’t Reduce Recidivism”.  The introduction implies that findings from the Pennsylvania study 

demonstrate halfway houses are not an effective model for recidivism reduction. In fact, the 

study only indicated that halfway houses in Pennsylvania were not reducing recidivism. Other 

states, such as Ohio, have demonstrated that halfway houses can indeed be effective in 

reducing recidivism. Two statewide studies conducted over the past ten years by the University 

of Cincinnati of more than 33,000 offenders, assessed the performance of each halfway house 

in the state and pinpointed the practices that distinguished effective programs from ineffective 

ones.  The results from these studies have been used in a partnership between the Ohio 

Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, local halfway house providers, and the University 

of Cincinnati to continue to enhance the performance of halfway houses in Ohio.  

Halfway houses have a long history in the United States of providing a way station for those 

leaving prison, and an alternative over incarceration for others.   It is important for tax payers 

to know that well designed, high quality programs that follow evidence based practices can 

significantly reduce recidivism, provided they utilize the strategies that have been proven to 

work through research.” 
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