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	 				 	 	   IDS Designer of the Year Award 
                                                Competition Entry Guidelines 
                     For design projects finished between May 1, 2012 through September 30, 2013 
 

	

 
Why you should enter: 
Interior Design Credibility - Enhances your professional image with clients 
Design Recognition - Winners are recognized with an award as well as online publicity 
Sense of Accomplishment - An outlet to demonstrate outstanding work 
 
How to enter: 
Your ability to present your project in a manner that helps the judges distinguish it from 
other entries will go a long way toward setting you apart from the competition. The 
following tips are provided as guidelines and are based on from feedback from previous 
experience. 

 Plan your entry.  A winning entry is always well planned and executed.  Arrange 
your photos, project descriptions, etc. in a way that is easy to follow from the 
beginning to end of the project. A video is available on the IDS YouTube channel 
to assist you with this process (www.youtube.com/idsnational). 

 Using the provided template format included in this packet, describe the client’s 
needs/wants and show how your entry meets those needs. Also, point out any 
obstacles and how they were overcome.  A concise project description at the 
beginning of the entry will help the judges understand what you were trying to 
accomplish by laying the groundwork for the project before getting into the details. 

 Only include details that will help the judges determine why your project deserves 
high marks. 

 Make sure the detailed budget and actual cost are included. An example of a  
budget is also provided in this packet. You are not required to use this format; it is 
only provided for your reference. 

 When displaying photographs, show the before and after photos on facing pages, 
whenever possible, for the judges’ ease of use. 
 

Complete and return both the entry and payment forms that are included in this packet 
to the IDS National Office before September 30, 2013. Please note, your completed 
project entry is due at the IDS National Office before November 15, 2013. Entrants must 
be active IDS National members. Project finish dates must be between May 1, 2012 and 
September 30, 2013. A copy of the entry form is included in this packet and can also be 
found at: www.interiordesignsociety/awards.  Please fill out one entry form for each 
category that will be submitted. However, only one payment form is required for all 
entries. Each entry must include a $75 fee per category entered.  Once your payment is 
processed, an entry number for each submission will be sent to you via email. 
Submissions without payment will not be sent entry numbers.  Insert the entry number 



	

in the designated place on the IDS Designer of the Year Entry Form. Please retain a 
copy of each entry form submitted for inclusion in your final packet.   
 
Entry materials needed: 

 1” white, clear view, 3-ring binder with pockets inside front and back cover 
 Clear plastic sleeves for displaying your project and submitting the required forms  
 Avoid using matte finish sleeves as they may alter the look of your photos 

 
Preparing your entry: 
The first plastic sleeve to be included in your entry binder is for the entry materials and 
will be removed upon arrival at the IDS National Office.  These items will not be 
returned to you, so be sure to make copies for yourself before sending these in.  This 
first sleeve must include: 

 Entry Form - The entry number emailed to you goes on this form. 
 Homeowner’s Release Form - This form needs to be completed and signed by 

the homeowner. (This form is still required for designers entering their own home.) 
 Photography Release Form - This form must be completed and signed by the 

photographer. Use more than one release if necessary.   
 Include a CD of duplicate photos with the binder - Use high resolution 

photographs in JPEG format. All project photos that were displayed in your binder 
must be on the CD. Please label your CD with only your entry number. Do not 
include your name, company name or logo on your CD or your entry will be 
disqualified. 
 

The remainder of your entry can be presented in up to, but no more than, 15 pages front 
and back (or 30 pages one-sided). 

 The first page of the presentation must include the total project cost in the upper 
right hand corner.  This total must match the total on the Entry Form.  Cost is 
defined as contract price, all extras, change orders and the fair market value of 
materials and products that were purchased. Sweat-equity and in-kind services 
provided, in addition to contract work should also be included in the cost. 

 If you are including drawings that will not fit into a sleeve, insert them in the back 
pocket of the binder.  This will count as one page (one sleeve, front and back) of 
your total page count. 

 Your name and/or company name cannot be visible on any of the pages or your 
entry will be disqualified. 

 The entry must include before photos or it will be disqualified. 
 Video and audio tapes will not be accepted. 

 



	

Photography tips: 
Since your project cannot be judged in person, good quality photos are key elements in 
your presentation.  Whether or not you use a professional photographer, here are some 
helpful hints: 

 Take before photographs prior to beginning each project.  If you make it a 
standard practice, you will be ready when the job you anticipated to be an 
average project turns out to be an IDS Designer of the Year award contender.  
Take these shots from many angles.  Take photos of your work in progress to 
better exhibit the complexity of the process or the obstacles encountered. 

 Do not use before photos with the children, the family dog, site workers, etc.  
These elements are a distraction from the transformation that you are trying to 
convey.  Also, IDS cannot legally use photos of individuals without proper release 
forms on file.  Therefore, these photos will not be chosen for display nor will they 
be used in publications. 

 Do not provide photographs that reveal the identity of the client or your company.  
Entries displaying company name, logo, etc. will be disqualified. 

 Provide the project photos displayed in your entry on a CD and submit with the 
other required documents.  Photos on this CD must be high resolution (300 dpi or 
better) and in JPEG format.  Larger photos give us more flexibility since we can 
always make them smaller.  We may not be able to make them larger without 
losing quality.  This CD will not be returned. 

 Only include photos that will enhance the project entry.  You are allowed 15 pages 
front and back to display the project but you do not need to use them all. 

 
Submitting your entry:  
Complete your project entry and send to it IDS National before November 15, 2013 at 
the following address: 
 
IDS National 
ATTN: DOTY 
164 S. Main Street  
Ste. 404 
High Point, NC 27260 
 
Within approximately one week of the November 15, 2013 deadline, an email confirming 
the receipt of your binder will be sent to all entrants. 
 

 



	

The Interior Design Society has made every effort to make this competition fair, 
open and available to all IDS members in good standing.  It is important that the 
rules of the competition are closely followed.  The IDS National Awards 
Committee and IDS Designer of the Year Judges reserve the right to disqualify, 
adjust the category or deduct points from any entry that does not follow the rules 
and guidelines without prior notice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  



IDS Designer of the Year Award 
Entry Form 

 

For design projects finished between May 1, 2012 through September 30, 2013 

Please mail or fax (336-885-3291) for receipt by 4pm EST, Monday, September 30, 2013 to: 
IDS National ATTN: DOTY, 164 S. Main Street, Ste. 404, High Point, NC 27260 

 
 

 

Please fill out one entry form for each category that will be submitted. Please indicate if you are 
entering a Specialty Award by checking the box below; it is not necessary to submit a separate 
form for these categories. Each entry must include a $75 fee per category entered, including 
Specialty Awards. Only one payment form is required for all entries. 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________________________ 

Entry number (will be emailed upon receipt of payment): _________________ 

Categories: 
 

Window Treatments: Top treatment, full treatment, decorative hardware 
 

Space Designs: 
  

 Kitchens:     $50,000 & under            $50,000 & above  

 Baths:       $30,000 & under  $30,000 & above  

 Bedrooms:     $30,000 & under            $30,000 & above  

 Living Spaces:     $30,000 & under $30,000 & above  

 Singular Areas:     Children’s rooms, playrooms, nurseries 

                                Media rooms, game rooms, home offices 

                                           Outdoor rooms/sunrooms 

                                           Laundry rooms, closets, craft rooms 

                                           Wine cellars/wine rooms 

                                           Entry way/foyer 

Specialty Awards:  
To enter a specialty award category, you must also enter your project in a space design 
category. Please submit $75 for each Specialty Award category entered. 
 

 Universal Design/Aging in Place 

 Charitable Design 
 

All entries must be submitted according to entry guidelines.  After your IDS Designer of the Year 
entry has been received, an email will be sent with a confirmation and an entry number for each 
category entered.  Complete information is available at www.interiordesignsociety/awards 
including all forms and rules.  Completed entries must be received at the IDS National office by 
Friday November 15, 2013. 



IDS Designer of the Year Award 
Payment Form 

 
 

Please mail or fax (336-885-3291) for receipt by 4pm EST, Monday, September 30, 2013 to: 
IDS National ATTN: DOTY, 164 S. Main Street, Ste. 404, High Point, NC 27260 

  

 

 

I am submitting __________________ individual entry/entries at a cost of $75 each.  

I am submitting __________________ Specialty Award entry/entries at a cost of $75 each.  

 

     My check/money order in the amount of $ ____________ made payable to IDS is enclosed. 

     Please charge $ ____________ to the credit card listed below.  

(IDS accepts MasterCard, Visa, American Express and Discover.) 

Name as it appears on card: ________________________________________________ 

Card number: ____________________________________________________________ 

Expiration date: _______________ 

Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 

Billing address: ___________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________    State: ________   Zip code: __________         

 

By signing below, I affirm I have read, understand and agree to abide by the rules of the Interior 

Design Society Designer of the Year competition.  I also acknowledge that after the entry 

number is issued, no refunds will be given. 

 

 

Signature: _______________________________________________   Date: ______________ 

 



 
 
 
 
Homeowner’s Release 
 
 
 
Name: ______________________________________________ Date:___________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:________________________________________________________________ 

Day Phone: ___________________________  Evening Phone: ________________________ 

 

 

I grant the Interior Design Society, its successors, licensees and assignees, permission to 

publish photographs of my home, property and family (if applicable) for editorial and promotional 

purposes. I understand that my name may/may not be used in conjunction with their 

appearance. I acknowledge that the Interior Design Society, in publishing these photographs, 

will be held harmless from any and all liability arising out of, or in any way connected with, any 

use of the photographs or textual description.  

 
 
 
 
 
Homeowner Signature:_____________________________________ Date: _______________ 



 

 
 
 
Photographer’s Release 
 
 
 
Under Federal Law, the copyright to photographs that are produced on a freelance basis are 
owned by the photographer. Possession of an image in photographic form (including prints, 
slides, transparencies, negatives, digital files or any other form) is separate from and does not 
imply or establish ownership of copyright holder prior to reproduction, publicly display or 
distribution in any form. This permission form, therefore, confirms the copyright holder’s 
agreement that the photographs identified or described below may be submitted for the Interior 
Design Society Designer of the Year Awards and outlines the uses that may be made of the 
images if an award is presented to the project and/or its designer.  
 

Designer: ____________________________________________________________________  

 

Project Title/Location: __________________________________________________________  

 
 
I agree that the Interior Design Society may use photographs of the project listed above for such 
purposes as publicity, illustration, advertising, marketing and web content if the entry is selected 
as a winner. 
 

 
Photographer’s Signature: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Date: ____________________ 
 

 



                                                  IDS Designer of the Year Award   
     Entry Template 

Please use the format of the following template when creating your entry. 

Entry Number:                              Project Cost:  

Project Category:  

I. Project Description: Please write a few sentences summarizing your entry. 

 

II. Please describe in bullet points your client’s needs/wants and how they were met. 

   Client needs/wants: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

     How client needs/wants were met: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

III. Please address the following criteria using bullet points. 

     How does the project enhance the structure’s functionally? 
1. 
2. 
3. 

       How does the project enhance the structure aesthetically? 

1. 
2. 
3. 

      Evidence of superior craftsmanship: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

      Obstacles overcome: 

1. 
2. 
3. 



                                                  IDS Designer of the Year Award   
Example Budget 

 

Price Tax Freight
Custom vanity 2,500 175 0
Vanity hardware 160 11 25
Vanity countertop in Caesarstone  (including material, 
fabrication and installation)

1,500 105 150

Shelving 500 35 0

Pair of vessel sinks 1,400 98 115
Pair of vessel faucets 800 56 0
Tub 2,000 140 100
Floor mounted vessel filler 1,500 105 0
Shower fixtures 1,200 84 0
Frameless glass enclosure 2,650 186 0
wall hung toilet, control, tank 600 42 40
Bidet 850 60 0
Vanity stool 395 28 0
Motorized window blind 800 56 25
Vanity lighting 250 18 0
Uplift medicine cabinets x 2 with electric, nightlight, 3,000 210 0
Toilet paper holder, towel hooks 490 34 25
Shower wall tile--limestone with glass tile niche  1,500 105 0
Shower floor tile 500 35 0
Sink wall tile 1,100 77 0
Floor tile--limestone 750 53 0

$24,445 $1,711 $480

TOTAL FIXTURES AND FINISHES $26,636

TOTAL LABOR $47,000

TOTAL PROJECT COST $73,636

Interior design, contractor labor, permitting, recessed lighting and electrical accessories, 
paint, rough plumbing valves, windows, doors, hardware, specialty glass, tile labor, 
radiant floor heating and shower pan

Master Bathroom Budget

 



																									 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 																																								
         IDS Designer of the Year Award 
                                                        Judging Criteria 

	

	

	
 
 

Judge’s decisions will be based on a points system. There may not be a winner in every 
category. Feedback from judges will not be provided. 
 
 
Window Treatments:  
 
Top or Full Window Treatments 

 Creative Installation: Were there obstacles to overcome in the installation 
process, i.e. architecture, scale of room, design style? What makes this 
installation unique? 

 Fabric Manipulation: Were multiple fabrics and textures used in the treatment? 
How was the fabric treated as part of the overall design? Was imaginative use of 
color, pattern or texture a unique component? As an example, upscale 
treatments often use bump interlining, micro welt and decorative embellishments 
to distinguish an outstanding design from an ordinary one. 

 Proportion and Scale: Does the treatment relate to the overall room design? 
Were embellishments, textures, color and/or patterns used to create continuity, 
balance, symmetry or contrast within the space? 
 

Decorative Hardware  
 Creative Installation: Were there obstacles to overcome in the installation 

process, i.e. architecture, scale of room, design style? What makes this 
installation unique? 

 Innovative Use: Was decorative hardware used in an unusual way? What 
unique elements were introduced into the space to create bold or subtle tie-ins? 
Are the materials used distinctive to the design? 

 Proportion and Scale: Does the hardware relate to the overall room design? 
Were specific embellishments, textures, finishes and/or product styles used to 
create continuity, balance, symmetry or contrast within the space? 

 
  

Space Designs:  
 

 Client Needs: To what degree were the expressed needs of the client met?  Did 
the entry describe the client’s needs and desires?  Did the designer show that 
those needs were met? 
 

 Functionality:  To what degree does the project enhance the existing structure’s 
functionality? Does the room’s new floor plan function well?  Is the counter space 



or work area adequate to perform necessary tasks?  Is there good traffic flow?    
Is safety addressed adequately?  Are materials functional?  Is lighting addressed 
– both general & task? 
 

 Aesthetics:  To what degree does the project enhance the existing structure 
aesthetically?  Keep in mind the following design criteria: line & rhythm, continuity 
& repetition, texture, color & contrast, symmetry & balance. 

 Craftsmanship: Is there evidence of superior craftsmanship regarding: window 
treatments, furnishings, floor covering, wall treatments, etc.? 
 

 Obstacles: Did the designer overcome difficult obstacles?  Were difficult 
architectural and timing obstacles encountered as described by the designer and 
overcome in a creative way? 
 

 Budget:  Was the project completed under or on budget?  Were the budget lines 
itemized?   
 

 Specifications:  Did the entry meet required specifications?  Were the 
guidelines followed and all materials included?   Was a floor plan included?  Was 
the budget included? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



																									 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 																																								
         IDS Designer of the Year Award 
                                                        Judging Criteria 

	

	

	
 

 
Judge’s decisions will be based on a points system. There may not be a winner in every 
category. Feedback from judges will not be provided. 
 
Specialty Awards: 
 

Universal Design/Aging in Place:  
 What Universal Design elements were incorporated in the design to 

accommodate aging and provide more accessibility for the client?  
 To what degree does the project enhance the existing structure’s functionality? 

Does the room’s new floor plan function well?  Is the counter space or work area 
adequate to perform necessary tasks?  Is there good traffic flow? Is safety 
addressed adequately? Are materials functional? Is lighting addressed – both 
general & task? 

 What creative solutions were implemented to achieve safety and independent 
living? 

 Does the overall design plan enhance the existing structure?  
 To what degree were the expressed needs of the client met?  Did the entry 

describe the client’s needs and desires?  Did the designer show how those 
needs were met? 

 Did the designer overcome difficult obstacles?  Were difficult architectural and 
timing obstacles encountered as described by the designer and overcome in a 
creative way? 

 

Charitable Design: 
 How does the design ultimately benefit the charity and its clients? 
 To what degree does the project enhance the existing structure aesthetically?  

Keep in mind the following design criteria: line & rhythm, continuity & repetition, 
texture, color & contrast, symmetry & balance. 

 Did the designer overcome difficult obstacles?  Were difficult architectural and 
timing obstacles encountered as described by the designer and overcome in a 
creative way? 

 Were there budget constraints that required the designer to use creative or 
unique solutions? 

 To what degree does the project enhance the existing structure’s functionality? 
Does the room’s new floor plan function well?  Is the counter space or work area 
adequate to perform necessary tasks?  Is there good traffic flow? Is safety 
addressed adequately?  Are materials functional?  Is lighting addressed – both 
general & task? 


