
Robert E. Cook, CAE 

It is with great sorrow we announce the passing of Robert E. Cook, CAE.  Bob was a wonderful husband, father, 

grandfather, great-grandfather, partner, mentor and friend.  After almost 92 amazingly full and faithful years of life on 

earth, Bob entered into the eternal joy of his Master and Savior on Thursday, February 9, at 1:15 AM (MST), his physical 

body unable to recover from heart surgery three weeks ago. 

Having grown up in Chicago and graduating from Wheaton College, Bob came to Springfield in 1949 and worked with 

the Taxpayer’s Federation of Illinois until 1956 when he was asked to be the first Executive Director and first full-time 

staff member of the Illinois Association of Real Estate Boards later to be known as the Illinois Association of Realtors.  

While with the Realtors, Bob orchestrated the planning and construction of the association’s first office building, the 

Illinois Realtors Plaza (at Capitol City Shopping Center), started the Realtors’ Political Action Committee (RPAC) and 

grew the staff to 26.  He was the main spokesperson for real estate at the Illinois Capitol.  He was the Speaker of the 

Illinois 3rd House (the lobbyist’s organization) in 1973.   

In 1984, Cook retired from the Illinois Association of Realtors and pursued his primary passion in association 

management -- lobbying the state legislature. In 1985, he co-founded the lobbying organization of Cook-Witter, Inc. 

which today represents over 15 statewide associations before the Illinois General Assembly.  In 1995, Bob left Springfield 

to be with the majority of his family in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  

Bob was very active in his church, Cherry Hills Baptist, as well as other missionary programs here and abroad.  He was 

one of the founding members of the Illinois Society of Association Executives and actively participated in the American 

Society of Association Executives where he earned the Certified Association Executive (CAE) designation and was 

awarded the Key Person Award.  He also served on the U.S. Chamber of Commerce “Committee of 100”. 

Bob’s faith was shared by his family. Jean, his wife of 67 years; Robin, his son and daughters Cindy, Terri and Judy 

(deceased).   

 

 

 
 
A celebration of Bob’s life will take place Saturday, February 11, at 4:30 PM, in the dining hall of the assisted living 

section at Liberty Heights.  

 

The address is: 

 Liberty Heights 

 12105 Ambassador Drive 

 Colorado Springs, CO  80921 

Cards may be sent to Jean Cook at the same address above (please add "Apt. #581" to the address), or via email to  

recjpc-1@comcast.net 

 

To know Bob Cook was a special privilege.  He will be truly missed! 

 

  

mailto:recjpc-1@comcast.net

