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1.  HOUSE LIKELY TO MISS BUDGET DEADLINE THIS WEEK: House 

Republicans are unlikely to pass a budget resolution before the April 15 deadline 

due to ongoing intraparty conflict over spending levels.  

 

House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) addressed the months-long budget fight in a 

conference with fellow Republicans yesterday, but conservatives in the House 

Freedom Caucus have reportedly not softened their position that the budget 

resolution passed in March by the House Budget Committee calls for too much 

spending.  

 

That budget blueprint provides $1.07 trillion in discretionary spending and calls 

for at least $30 billion in deficit reduction in the next several years. The spending 

levels for Fiscal Year 2017 were in line with a budget agreement reached 

between Congress and the White House last fall. The budget agreement lifts 

sequester spending caps and increases discretionary spending by about $80 

billion over two years, an amount that is to be split equally between defense and 

domestic programs.  

 

While Ryan has said repeatedly that he would like to restore an orderly budget 

process, Congress doesn’t necessarily need to this year. The budget deal 

approved last year establishes top-line numbers and budget enforcement 
features so that a regular order appropriations process can go forward. 

2.  ASAE WEIGHS IN ON TN DISCRIMINATORY BILLS: ASAE sent a letter 

Wednesday urging Tennessee Governor Bill Haskam to veto a bill that would 

allow mental health professionals to turn away clients based on the counselors’ 

own “sincerely held principles.”  

 

The bill was passed by the Tennessee Senate on Monday and the governor is 

reportedly considering whether to sign the measure into law. The bill is part of a 

wave of legislation across the country that ASAE believes to be discriminatory 

against the LGBT community in particular, although the counseling bill is vaguely 

worded to allow therapists to refuse to provide services for any reason, including 

someone’s race, religion, gender or sexual orientation.  

 



ASAE said in its letter to Haskam that the bill “threatens to give rise to state-

sanctioned discrimination in Tennessee.”  

 

ASAE also opposes a pending anti-LGBT bathroom bill in Tennessee that it says 

would marginalize transgender individuals and would put public schools and 

colleges in Tennessee at clear risk of violating the federal Education Amendments 

of 1972, also known as Title IX.  

 

“Proponents of these bills may think they are narrowly focused on public school 

facilities or counseling, but the reality is that they broadcast an unflattering 

message about the state in general and its treatment of all individuals who reside 

in or visit the state,” said ASAE President and CEO John Graham IV, FASAE, CAE, 

in the letter. “For these reasons, we urge you not to sign these bills and instead 

work with state lawmakers to affirm the fundamental rights and protections all 

Tennesseans and visitors to the state deserve.”  

 

ASAE also said both of these bills could damage the state’s image as a welcoming 

destination for businesses, meetings and conventions, and tourism.  

 

State legislators delayed action on the bathroom bill this week after State 

Attorney General Herbert Slatery warned that federal education funding could be 

at risk if the bill becomes law. Once the counseling bill reaches Gov. Haslam’s 

desk, he will have 10 days, excluding Sundays, to take action.  

 

In contrast to the legislative proposals under debate in states like Tennessee and 

North Carolina, Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edward signed an executive order 

Wednesday to protect lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender state employees 

and state contracted employees from being discriminated against in the 

workplace. 

3.  ASAE JOINS LETTER IN SUPPORT OF CHARITY ACT: ASAE signed a letter 

this week in support of the Charities Helping Americans Regularly Throughout the 

Year (CHARITY) Act, a bill that would encourage charitable giving and make it 

easier for foundations and other tax-exempt organizations to fulfill their 

missions.  

 

Introduced by Sens. John Thune (R-SD) and Ron Wyden (D-OR) last week, the 

CHARITY Act builds on several charitable tax provisions signed into law late last 

year, including one that makes permanent a provision allowing taxpayers who 

are at least 70-and-a-half years old to make charitable donations directly from 

their IRAs. The bill would also simplify how foundations are required to calculate 

taxes on investment income and create a limited exception to the excess 

business holding tax rules for philanthropic entities wishing to donate profits to 

charity.  

 

The bill also includes “sense of the Senate” language affirming that the 

promotion of charitable giving should be a goal of comprehensive tax reform. The 

letter signed by ASAE along with other members of the Charitable Giving 

Coalition thanks Thune and Wyden for recognizing the value of the charitable 

deduction in the U.S. tax system.  

 

“The charitable deduction rewards a selfless act and ensures a greater amount of 

charitable donations to charities to fund their philanthropic missions that provide 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/vl3kB9F3mXGJFY


innumerable benefits throughout our communities,” the coalition said.  

 

Thune and Wyden are both members of the Senate Finance Committee, which 
has jurisdiction over tax and revenue measures. 

4.  TWO-CENT CUT TRANSLATES TO $2 BILLION LOSS FOR USPS: The 

Postal Regulatory Commission last week mandated a 2-cent price reduction on 

First Class mailings, which will amount to a $2 billion annual loss for the 

financially-strapped U.S. Postal Service (USPS).  

 

Two years ago, the PRC allowed the Postal Service a temporary rate hike that 

was greater than the rate of general inflation to assist the agency in getting back 

its financial footing. The USPS says that it has aggressively improved its 

efficiency and reduced costs in recent year but continues to experience revenue 

losses due to long-term declines in the use of mail in general and legislative and 

regulatory mandates that prevent the agency from fully adjusting to different 

market conditions.  

 

“Given our precarious financial condition and ongoing business needs, the price 

reduction required by the PRC exacerbates our losses,” said Postmaster General 

Megan Brennan.  

 

Brennan called on Congress to pass legislation that gives the Postal Service more 

freedom to set its own rates and addresses a mandate that USPS pre-fund 

retiree health benefit payments. 

 


