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1.  SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS OBAMACARE SUBSIDIES: The Supreme Court has ruled in a 

6-3 decision that people who purchase health insurance through exchanges run by the 

federal government are eligible for subsidies, ending a significant legal challenge to the 

Affordable Care Act (ACA) and ensuring that President Obama’s signature legislative 

accomplishment will remain in place.  

 

The court was asked to interpret a passage in the legislation that said tax credits to 

purchase insurance are authorized for those who buy health insurance through 

marketplaces “established by the state.”  

 

Chief Justice John Roberts authored the majority opinion, joined by Justices Kennedy, 

Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan.  

 

“Congress passed the Affordable Care Act to improve health insurance markets, not to 

destroy them,” Roberts wrote. “If at all possible, we must interpret the Act in a way that is 

consistent with the former, and avoids the latter.”  

 

The ruling was a crucial win for the Obama Administration because roughly 6.5 million 

Americans have qualified for subsidies to purchase health insurance through a state 

exchange established by the federal government, and all would have seen their monthly 

health care premiums go up significantly had the court ruled the other way.  

 

“After multiple challenges to this law before the Supreme Court, the Affordable Court Act is 

here to stay,” President Obama said in a statement earlier today. “Americans would have 

gone backwards [if the subsidies were thrown out] and that's not what we do. That's not 

what America does. We move forward.”  

 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/redirect/eNpdi7EOgjAURf-lM1JUVGSSsDhQFwM6dKmlag2lTd9rTDT-uyVxcrs595w3cUKSktTtsSryqpiThHh103aM0HmLSuIsQGq0UVIAptKaqMgAaI3y0vbqv5YOIwIw4gHoB7EzYUB98Vpd4Zc73ZMyT0jwQ1TviK7klFMp3FO_JodTAULp0VvRA6cBPadzThnrmvbcnZo9p3XXsGmzQ7yybbZZZqtFviafL6CPRGc


Sen. Ron Johnson (R-WI), the lead sponsor of a Republican-backed ACA alternative plan in 

the Senate, called the Supreme Court decision “incredibly disappointing.”  

 

“That decision upholds legislation that was falsely marketed and forced through Congress in 

a completely partisan fashion and that has harmed millions of Americans,” Johnson said. 

2.  FITZPATRICK REINTRODUCES BILL TO REDUCE FEDERAL TRAVEL: Last week, legislation 

was introduced in the House that would have major implications for government travel to 

association meetings.  

 

H.R. 2810, the “Stay in Place, Cut the Waste” Act, calls for agencies to cut travel budgets to 

as much as 50 percent of 2015 levels by using videoconferencing as a substitute for face-to-

face meetings. Introduced by Rep. Michael Fitzpatrick (R-PA), the bill has 11 cosponsors, 

including seven Democrats. This legislation was also introduced in the 113th Congress by 

Congressman Fitzpatrick but was not marked up in committee.  

 

In meetings and in comments to the House Oversight Committee and various congressional 

offices, ASAE has emphasized the importance of face to face meetings. In a global survey of 

2,300 Harvard Business Review subscribers, 95% said that face-to-face meetings are both 

key to successful long-term relationships and to building stronger relationships.  

 

In a letter to House Oversight Committee Chairman Jason Chaffetz (R-UT), ASAE President 

and CEO John Graham, FASAE, CAE, said, “We believe that it is time to take a step back and 

analyze the effects existing restrictions have had on federal travel, and whether there is a 

need for additional restrictions. From our perspective, our members have experienced 

increased difficulty in the ability of associations to interact with federal officials in a way 

that is necessary to help keep the role of government in its proper place. We do not believe 

that it is in the interest of anyone to isolate federal officials from those they are regulating, 

and our experience is that this is indeed what is happening.” 

3.  HOUSE PASSES DOTCOM ACT: The House on June 23 passed the DOTCOM Act (H.R. 

805), a bill that gives Congress more oversight of the transition from an American-

controlled Internet domain name system to an international one.  

 

The Commerce Department’s contract with ICANN (the Internet Corporation for Assigned 

Names and Numbers), a nonprofit created by the U.S. in 1997, expires at the end of 

September. The government intends to transfer oversight of the Internet Assigned Numbers 

Authority (IANA) to the international multi-stakeholder community, although a plan for the 

transfer has yet to be approved.  

 

The bill, authored by Rep. John Shimkus (R-IL), would give Congress 30 days to review any 

transition plan that the government receives from the multi-stakeholder community and 

ICANN.  

 

“I’ve said time and again that this is far too important to rush and that we must carefully 
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consider all of the potential consequences and outcomes before any transition occurs,” 

Shimkus said this week. “We get one bite of the apple on this and we need to make sure it’s 

done correctly.”  

 

A companion bill (S. 1551) was approved today by the Senate Commerce Committee.  

 

“By requiring a certification to Congress before any transfer of IANA functions, this 

legislation has been designed to increase ICANN’s accountability, protect the open Internet, 

and help keep the Internet free from control by foreign governments,” said Senate 

Commerce Committee Chairman John Thune (R-SD). 

4.  ASAE ANNOUNCES 2015 SUMMIT AWARD WINNERS: ASAE this week announced the six 

winners of the 2015 Power of A Summit Awards, ASAE’s highest recognition for associations 

that make exemplary commitments to creating a stronger America and world.  

 

The six Summit Award winners are the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (Future 

Engineers 3D Space Challenges); Edison Electric Institute (Center for Energy Workforce 

Development); Emergency Nurses Association (Ebola Crisis Response); Military Officers 

Association of America (Military Caregiver Assistance Program); National Hospice and 

Palliative Care Organization (We Honor Veterans); and the Tulsa Regional Chamber (Tulsa 

Regional OneVoice Legislative Agenda).  

 

The winners will be formally recognized at the 16th Annual Summit Awards Dinner Sept. 30 

at the National Building Museum in Washington, DC.  

 

ASAE’s Power of A Awards recognize the association community’s valuable contributions on 

the local, national and global level. The Power of A Awards reward outstanding 

accomplishments of associations and industry professionals for their efforts to enrich lives, 

create a competitive workforce, prepare society for the future, drive innovation and make a 

better world.  

 

In addition to the six Summit Award winners, ASAE has recognized 30 Power of A Gold 

Award winners and 31 Power of A Silver Award winners. The full list of winners can be seen 

on The Power of A. 
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