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1.  ASAE CELEBRATES SUMMIT AWARD WINNERS: More than 1,000 

association professionals and industry partners were on hand at the National 

Building Museum last night to celebrate the 2015 winners of ASAE’s ‘Power of A’ 

Summit Awards.  

 

The Summit Awards Dinner is ASAE’s signature event of the year showcasing the 

unique and indispensable role that associations play in America and around the 

world in bettering communities, fostering volunteer efforts, and harnessing the 

collective will and expertise of their members to ensure a better quality of life.   

 

Proceeds raised for the Summit Awards Dinner will directly benefit ASAE’s Power 

of A (PWRA) Fund, which provides the resources ASAE needs to lobby Congress, 

activate grassroots networks, hold forums with elected officials, perform research 

and continue to share the Power of A message with legislators, the media and 

other opinion leaders.  

 

This year’s Summit Award winners included the American Society of Mechanical 

Engineers, Edison Electric Institute, Emergency Nurses Association, Military 

Officers Association of America, National Hospice and Palliative Care 

Organization, and Tulsa Regional Chamber.  

 

To read more about these award-winning programs, visit The Power of A website. 

Check out photos, tweets, and other social media from last night at the Power of 
A Tagboard.  

2.  CONGRESS PASSES SHORT-TERM FUNDING BILL: Congress yesterday 

avoided a government shutdown by passing a short-term continuing resolution 

that will keep the government running through mid-December.  

 

The bill, which was signed by President Obama last night, postpones a partisan 

divide over funding for Planned Parenthood and sets up a new deadline for a 

broader debate over long-term spending. Conservative Republicans largely voted 

against the bill and are girding for a fight to keep discretionary spending capped 

at current levels. The House passed the short-term CR by a 277-151 vote, along 

with a separate measure to defund Planned Parenthood that will not likely see 

the Senate floor.  

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/zNDYBZHl0G2HD
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/rx5zBQc1pg6sa


 

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) called the Senate passage of the clean CR “a win for the 

Washington Cartel, and another setback for the American people.”  

 

In the House, the path for averting a shutdown was made clearer when Speaker 

John Boehner (R-OH) announced his retirement. Boehner was facing opposition 

from conservatives in his caucus who vowed not to support any CR that included 

funding for Planned Parenthood.  

 

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) said the vote highlights the “toxic 

radicalism” in the Republican caucus.  

 

“The American people need and deserve better,” Pelosi said. “In the coming 

weeks, Congress must come together to avert further crisis and negotiate a 

budget that will responsibly end the sequester and meet the needs of the 

American people.”  

 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) said he hopes to strike a budget 

deal with the White House that sets a top line spending figure for 2016 and 
would allow Congress to carry out a normal appropriations process next year. 

3.  CLINTON CALLS ON CONGRESS TO REPEAL CADILLAC TAX: Democratic 

presidential candidate Hillary Clinton this week called on Congress to repeal the 

Affordable Care Act’s Cadillac tax on high-cost employer-based health plans.  

 

Clinton was careful to say she supports the ACA overall, but that the 40 percent 

non-deductible excise tax on high-cost health plans is likely to lower the value of 

employees’ benefits packages and result in greater costs for consumers when it 

takes effect in 2018.  

 

“Too many Americans are struggling to meet the cost of rising deductibles and 

drug prices. That's why, among other steps, I encourage Congress to repeal the 

so-called Cadillac tax, which applies to some employer-based health plans, and 

to fully pay for the cost of repeal,” Clinton said in a statement.  

 

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Clinton’s chief rival for the Democratic nomination, 

also supports repealing the tax and replacing the estimated $91 billion in 

revenue with a tax on wealthy Americans. Clinton did not say specifically how 

Congress should pay for the repeal but said her “proposed reforms to our health 

care system would more than cover the cost…”  

 

Beginning in 2018, the tax would apply to fully insured and self-funded employer 

health plans that exceed annual limits of $10,200 for individual coverage and 

$27,500 for family coverage.  

 

While the White House has said the tax will help lower healthcare spending, its 

opponents say that employers will look to make changes to their benefit plans to 

avoid the tax. In comments submitted to the IRS last month, ASAE said these 

likely changes will reduce benefits and transfer the cost of insurance to 

employees through increased deductibles, reduced covered services, use of 

private exchanges, and the reduction or elimination of flexible spending accounts 

(FSAs).  

 



A bipartisan bill to fully repeal the Cadillac tax was introduced a couple of weeks 

ago by Sens. Dean Heller (R-NV) and Martin Heinrich (D-NM). The Senate bill is a 

companion to H.R. 2050, introduced in the House by Rep. Joe Courtney (D-CT). 

4.  TAX CHANGES COULD BE PAIRED WITH HIGHWAY BILL: Congressional 

tax writers are meeting this week to discuss whether to use revenue from 

international tax changes to fund a six-year highway bill.  

 

House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI) has been 

meeting with Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY) and Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) to 

gauge Senate support for a long-term surface transportation bill paired with 

changes to international tax policy. As part of those talks, Ryan has also 

suggested adding a package of permanent tax extenders to the highway bill.  

 

Spending authority for the Highway Trust Fund expires at the end of October. 

The Senate has passed a $350 billion long-term highway bill but it only fully 

funds the Highway Trust Fund for three years. Ryan, Schumer and Portman are 

discussing funding the last three years with a one-time tax on existing foreign 

profits held by U.S. corporations, but not on future foreign profits.  

 

House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA), who is likely to succeed outgoing 

Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) in elections this month, vowed this week to pass a 

six-year highway bill with the international tax changes.  

 

“If we pass a highway bill with tax reform at the same time, that's policy,” 

McCarthy said on MSNBC this week. “That changes the inversion process. That 

means more money comes back to America. That puts a six-year highway bill on 

to the floor and starts moving and building roads that we need in American 

infrastructure.” 

 


