
A Message from 2017 ISAE President, Jerry Crabtree 
 
First, it is an honor and a privilege to serve as the 2017 President of the Illinois 
Society of Association Executives (ISAE).   The ISAE Board members are a true 
example of the quality of leaders we have in this field providing exceptional 
leadership to you the members.   Know that your board is on your side and is 
striving to provide the resources, educational programs, and services you need 
to perform your job in the association management field.   
 
The executive team for ISAE, Amy Chatham and Destiny Nance-Evans, are a 
true testament to excellent leadership in the association industry throughout 
Illinois and as represented on a national level.  Together with the Board, you 
are well represented in all aspects of association management.    
I started attending the monthly ISAE luncheons in 2006.  Little did I know what 
this great opportunity was or how it would become such a valued part of my job.  
In short, a career and lifelong friendships in association management that are 

appreciated and valued more than you can imagine.  A network of colleagues and resources always lending 
a hand when needed.   
I was awarded the Rising Star award in 2007 as a “newbee” and dove into learning and promoting as much 
as I could in the association world.  So, it can be done this journey from the outside to the podium.  I started 
with no history or background in association management and have hopefully earned your trust as your 
2017 Association President.  
 
My work history prior to association management involves positions held with the Illinois General Assembly, 
the Executive Branch as well as the Office of the Illinois Attorney General.  These valued experiences 
coupled with ISAE have provided me with the framework for a lasting career in association management in 
Illinois.   
 
I want to thank my Executive Director Bryan Smith with the Township Officials of Illinois for believing in me 
and encouraging me to be involved with ISAE and strive to benefit from our membership.  
For those of you who do not know, I represent the elected township officials in local government.  The most 
basic form of government on the political landscape in Illinois.  We are unique, a bit different from many of 
your memberships, but not small.  We have all but seven of the 1431 townships as members of our 
association.  This encompasses just over 10,000 members.   
 
Together, we share common threads on membership, programs, projects, technology, member services 
and the never ending need for non-dues revenue.   
 
The services, and networking opportunities that this group provides each and every one of us makes our 
jobs just little bit easier.  
 
My goals for 2017 as your ISAE President are simple ~ Engage, Educate and Promote the value of 
association networking among our peers in the room. Expand our membership to additional associations 
and we know there are many to embrace the goals and objectives of this great group.   Work together to 
make ISAE even more valuable to all its current and future members.   If you are a new or potential rising 
star – sit back and value the journey because you are in the right place among friends.  
 
Looking forward to a great year! 
 

 


