
I am incredibly honored and humbled to be your ITNS President – THE professional community 
of transplant nurses. As I assume the responsibilities of this office, I can’t help but remember my 
first encounter with ITNS. I was attending my first ever transplant conference and Janice Mize, 
then ITNS President, was at the ITNS booth.  I was a brand new clinical coordinator and didn’t 
know a soul at the conference. Janice was so incredibly warm and welcoming that I immediately 
knew ITNS was the organization for me. I joined ITNS right then and there and have been 
reaping the benefits of my membership ever since. 

As the professional community of transplant nurses, the mission of ITNS is to provide relevant 
evidence-based education, research, and advocacy to assure excellence in patient care 
worldwide. Everyone who shares our passion and mission is most welcome in our community.   
As we continue to celebrate our 25th anniversary, I encourage each of you to share the benefits of 
ITNS membership with your nursing colleagues and help ITNS grow. Introduce another nurse to 
ITNS, join your local ITNS chapter, participate in ITNS at the local or international level, submit 
an abstract for presentation at a future ITNS symposium, and join us for our 2017 Transplant 
Nursing Symposium presented by ITNS in Lake Buena Vista, FL, USA, 24-26 June 2017.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 2015-2016 Board members as they conclude 
their terms of office. Lisa Coscia, Sabine Gryp, and Patti Pfeiffenberger have worked tirelessly 
on behalf of ITNS.  In their varied roles, these distinguished leaders have brought their passion, 
intellect, insight and experience to the Board and have contributed immensely to ITNS’s success.  

I would be remiss if I failed to thank our out-going President, Nancy Stitt, for her leadership and 
dedication to ITNS.  As many of you know, Nancy was ITNS’s first President and it was only 
fitting that she should be at the helm as ITNS embarked on its 25th anniversary year. Nancy will 
remain on the Board as our President-Emeritus and I am looking forward to her continued 
mentorship and support.  

As our Vision statement proclaims, ITNS is known, understood and valued everywhere by 
advancing transplant nursing excellence. I look forward to seeing many of you in Lake Buena 
Vista, FL, USA as we celebrate Reflections of Transplant Nursing Excellence. 

 

 


