
“Make Belgium Great Again”  

Every year more than a thousand citizens wait for an organ to stay alive. Every 
Belgian is basically a donor, unless he or she has officially refused during his or her 
life. In practice, however, 12 to 13 percent of families in Belgium refuse to donate an 
organ of their loved one due to lack of information about the will of the deceased. 
Belgium citizens who register in his or her municipality and declares himself / herself 
as a candidate donor can avoid putting their families and surviving relatives through 
this difficult decision making experience. 

“Make Belgium Great Again” is a Belgium program organized September 2018 by a 
TV channel and a collection of both transplant recipients and patients on the 
transplant waiting list. The program is intended to motivate the Flemish people to 
submit an explicit disposition for organ donation after death to their town hall. The 
campaign has attracted a great deal of attention from other media channels, such as 
radio channel Q-music, who also played an important role in spreading calls to 
register as donors. Nearly 250 municipalities initially broadcast the promotion leading 
to 27,000 donor registrations. Today, the total number of donor registrations has 
risen to more than 70,000: a 1,000% increase in annual donor registrations.  

Tom (25 years) a young man with cardiovascular disease and had been on the 
waiting list for a heart transplantation for almost 3 years, took an active part in 
organization of this donor awareness program. He is an important face and 
recognizable face of Make Belgium Great Again. 

"I am currently dependent on batteries," he testified in Make Belgium Great Again. 
"Just as you bring a power bank for your cell phone's batteries, I have to make sure I 
have batteries that keep me alive." A testimony that did not go unnoticed.   

In the meantime, Tom received a new heart. He is currently recovering from the 
major surgery. Tom stayed in the hospital for a while, but he expressed sincere 
appreciation and that he “will gladly take it on.” He would like to say "thank you" to 
anyone who hurried to town hall to register as an organ donor. 

During the hospital stay, Tom has enough time to think about how registration as a 
donor can be made even easier.  He proposes a digitizing process. “If people can 
enter their taxes online, why can't they register online as a donor?”  

The program “Make Belgium Great Again” catapulted organ donation in the spotlight. 
An organ donor can save up to 8 lives: with a heart, 2 kidneys, lungs, liver, pancreas 
and small intestine. Every year a few hundred organ donors save the lives of 750 
Belgiums.  

Make Belgium Great Again and other such programs need to be delivered on a more 
frequent basis in order to educate people on the gift of life that is organ donation. 
Awareness is key.  Hundreds of people are waiting for the lifesaving phone call every 
day. 

Tom recovered well and has already left the hospital. 

For more information please contact Sabine Gryp, head nurse Heart Transplantation, 
University Hospitals Leuven, Belgium. 


