
I want to share some of my post symposium thoughts. It seems after every symposium, 
we say, “that was the best one yet!” And I feel it is true again. I was amazed at the 
enthusiasm of all the attendees. It was infectious! 

I want to thank 

1. The Planning Committee. Many hours were spent in putting into place an 
excellent program. Special thanks to our Chair, Christiane Kugler, PhD, and her 
assistant Juliet Schuster, the translators funded by Christiane's University, and 
the entire Planning Committee: 
Christiane Kugler (Germany)  – Chair 
Ashi Firouzi (United Kingdom) – Committee Member 
Marjo van Helden (The Netherlands)–Committee Member 
Renee Bennett (USA) – Secretary/Treasurer   
Ann Busch (USA) – ITNS Education Director  
Sandy Cupples (USA) – ITNS Past President  
Penny Keaney (USA) – ITNS President 

2. Ms. Heepe - for coordinating an excellent tour of her facility, the Charité Campus 
Virchow-Klinikum Hospital. Ms. Heepe shared with us the struggle faced with 
poor treatment of her nurses, low staffing, but continues the good fight in attempt 
to improve nursing care. ITNS is there to help support in any way we can. 

3. Our Keynote Speaker, Sabina De Geest, PhD RN FAAN FRCN FEANS, gave a 
thought provoking presentation on the need to change post transplant care. 
Hopefully many of us will take up her challenge as nurses and lead the way to 
change. 

4. Amazing presenters – the quality and depth of presentations, both oral and 
posters, highlighted the expertise of our members, from around the globe. 

5. Swissôtel Berlin AM Kurfürstendamm – Our hotel venue was lovely. The rooms 
were comfortable, the food was delicious, and all of the staff was helpful and 
welcoming 

6. AMC, our management company, for their hard work and time which provided a 
very organized program.  

7. ITNS Board – Without their expertise, guidance, decision making, and support, 
we would not be the premier organization for transplant nurses. 

I always feel energized after attending an ITNS Symposium, and the European 
Symposium is no exception. I am so proud to serve as President of ITNS. 

I hope to see you at our next symposium, 28-30 September 2018 in Rosemont, Illinois, 
USA. 

 

Penny Keaney, RN BSN MA CCTC 

 


