
 
 

 
 
 
 

December 21, 2015                   
 
 
 
James Kennedy, MD 
Chair, Board of Directors 
American Board of Family Medicine (ABFM) 
1648 McGrathiana Parkway, Suite 550 
Lexington, KY 40511-1247  
        
Dear Dr. Kennedy: 
 
During the 2015 AAFP Congress of Delegates’ meeting, the delegates referred to the Board of 
Directors Resolution No. 606, which directs the AAFP to engage in dialogue with the ABFM in 
order to explore changes that could be made to the ABFM’s Maintenance of Certification for 
Family Physicians (MC-FP) meant to streamline, simplify, and reduce direct and indirect costs 
of participation. 
 
The delegates also recommended that the AAFP urge the ABFM to eliminate the Clinical 
Simulation in MC-FP Part II and all of MC-FP Part IV until a new era of Maintenance of 
Certification is in place. 
 
I understand that the ABFM determines, at its discretion within the parameters of the 
American Board of Medical Specialties’ overall Maintenance of Certification framework, what 
will be required of family physicians who participate in MC-FP, and the costs of such 
participation. Therefore, my intent in sending this correspondence is to convey the delegates’ 
significant and serious concerns with the current processes, and to request that it be given 
additional thorough and thoughtful consideration by the ABFM. This would be a great potential 
topic for discussion during the upcoming AAFP/ABFM meeting during the Working Party in 
January 2016. 
 
Additionally, Resolution No. 606 recommended that the AAFP urge the ABFM to provide a 
simple, seamless pathway back to board certification for those who lost certification due to 
issues with the MOC process. The AAFP seeks to work with the ABFM to facilitate a seamless 
process leading back to certification in family medicine. 
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For your reference, the applicable resolved clauses of Resolution No. 606 are listed below. As 
you will see, this is of utmost concern to our leadership. 
 

• RESOLVED, That the American Academy of Family Physicians open a new dialogue 
with the American Board of Family Medicine and state in the strongest terms possible 
that changes must be made to Maintenance of Certification (MOC) for Family 
Physicians to usher in a new era of MOC with these guiding principles in mind: 

o Streamline, and 
o Simplify, and 
o Reduce both direct and indirect costs, and  
o Clearly communicate, and be it further 

• RESOLVED, That the American Academy of Family Physicians urge the American 
Board of Family Medicine to do away with Clinical Simulation (in Part II), and all of Part 
IV until the new era of Maintenance of Certification is in place and is clearly 
communicated, and be it further 

• RESOLVED, That the American Academy of Family Physicians urge the American 
Board of Family Medicine to provide a simple, seamless pathway back to board 
certification for those who lost it due to issues with this process 
 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss next steps that our organizations 
might take to pursue these areas of concern to our members, many of whom are of course 
your diplomates. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robert Wergin, MD, FAAFP 
AAFP Board Chair 
 
RW:cmc 
cc:  Douglas E. Henley, MD, FAAFP, AAFP Executive Vice President 
    James C. Puffer, MD, FAAFP, ABFM President & CEO; jpuffer@theabfm.org  
    Clif Knight, MD, FAAFP; Senior Vice President for Education 
    Stanley M Kozakowski, MD; FAAFP, Medical Education Division Director 
    Mindi McKenna, PhD, MBA; Continuing Medical Education Division Director 
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