
5 Maine Ballot Initiatives. Do you want to be a Legislator for the day?  

As a Legislator for the day, have you researched, read the bills, heard testimony from all sides, weighed 

the good and bad as all legislators do? If so, then you should vote your conscience. If not, simply reading 

the two sentence question on the ballot and voting yes is an emotional decision.  Sort of like 

understanding a book by reading a summary tweet.  

Also, Who is supporting is interesting as all the measures have massive Out-of-State support against tiny 

In-State opposition. A ballot initiative is not a good way to write legislation.  

#1. Legalize Pot.  While the War on Drugs has been a terrible failure and a new approach should be 

embarked upon, full legalization has many problems also. Let the Legislature vet the issue. Vote no. 

#2. 3% income tax hike for School Funding “on the rich”. Question 2 proposes an additional 3 percent 

income tax on households that file an individual income tax return with $200,000 in income. By 

households, this means individuals, joint filers and some types of corporations such as limited liability 

corporations and S-Corps, and partnerships.  

Maine would have the second highest marginal tax rate in the country after California, making it harder 

for Maine to attract professionals and entrepreneurs, and retain successful business people and 

professionals. 

The purpose of the tax would be to create a $157 million dollar pool of money, from which funds would  

be distributed to some school districts according to Maine’s funding formula.  All of the funds would be 

earmarked exclusively for salaries.   In fact, 12% of the schools would receive 60% of the monies, and 

these are Maine’s wealthier districts.  And about a third of the towns would get NO additional money. 

While education may have funding challenges, this is the wrong solution for many reasons.   

Question 2 not only targets personal incomes above $200,000 … it hits any Maine business making over 

$200,000 that passes its income through the owner’s individual income tax return.   

This means sub-chapter S corporations, Limited Liability Partnerships, and the other pass-through 

entities. Some of the largest companies in Maine are S-Corps or LLCs, as are many of the best-known 

and loved small local businesses. In fact, two thirds of taxpayers targeted by this extra income tax are 

small business owners, who will be left with less money to grow, hire help, and invest in Maine’s 

economy. Who is supporting? $1.56 million from the National Education Association, Maine Education 

Association and Maine Peoples Alliance.  Opposing? Maine businesses: $132,000.  

You can learn more about this ballot question at http://votenoonquestion2.com/    

 And here: 

https://ballotpedia.org/Maine_Tax_on_Incomes_Exceeding_$200,000_for_Public_Education,_Question

_2_(2016) 

#3. More Gun Registration. Does Maine have a gun problem? No. So why are out of State anti-gun 

organizations spending over $4 million to have a few people register private sales? Is there something 

else going on? Perhaps the other 5 pages of this legislation have major policy anti-gun agenda items that 

they don’t want you to hear about. $4.35 Million is support; $450,000 in opposition. See more at the 

Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine. http://www.gunownersofmaine.org/issues/UBC 
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https://ballotpedia.org/Maine_Background_Checks_for_Gun_Sales,_Question_3_(2016) 

#4 Mandatory Minimum Wage Increase. Nowhere has the increase in minimum wage increased 

employment. Exactly the opposite. Less teenagers able to work, less first jobs, less unemployed getting 

started again.  This also eliminates the waiter and waitress tax credit so servers will get full minimum 

wage and no tips. The price increases on the restaurant food to cover the wage increase. And as a final 

bonus – the minimum wage goes up automatically every year. $1.4 million from mostly out of State 

supports the measure. $75,000 from in-state opposes. No wonder Convenience Stores are replacing 

staff with computer ordering. Read more here: 

https://ballotpedia.org/Maine_Minimum_Wage_Increase,_Question_4_(2016) 

#5 Ranked Choice Voting. No more plurality winners in State elections. Keep voting until there’s the last 

person standing who eventually gets a majority of the remaining votes. Your ballot can be used multiple 

times as you choose your first 5 choices.  

Why would the Maine People’s Alliance love this idea and be spending hundreds of thousands of out of 

State money to get this in? Is the Maine Peoples Alliance a center right political organization like the 

majority of Maine? No, it is far left and they expect this to ensure that their far left candidates get 

elected. While the ranked choice process is completed, the goal of the MPA is that simple. Oh, and it is 

unconstitutional also.  $577,000 in support. $0 in opposition. 

https://ballotpedia.org/Maine_Ranked_Choice_Voting_Initiative,_Question_5_(2016) 
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