
 

Congress Has Much to Accomplish Before Spring 
 

The GOP has had good reason to celebrate lately, as they passed a comprehensive tax reform 
package for the first time in decades just before the Christmas holiday. However, there is still 
much work to be done before the Spring, during which members begin making preparations for 
their upcoming midterm elections in November. Once Spring arrives, there will likely not be 
much legislation passed. 
 
The most pressing issue is to fund the government and avoid a government shutdown. On 
December 21, Congress approved a bill to extend government funding through January 19. This 
was the last major piece of legislation that Congress had to address before Christmas. Now, 
Congress will again have to fund the government by either passing a full spending package or 
another short-term spending package, known as a continuing resolution (CR). As of last month, 
there was a possibility that the next spending bill may include the Senate Finance Committee’s 
separate tax extenders package, but that plan was scrapped. That legislation was introduced 
last month which includes a retroactive extension of the biodiesel blenders tax credit through 
2018. It is looking like Congress will likely pass another CR to keep the government open, since 
neither party would want to see a government shutdown. 
 
Before a final funding package is put in place, there must first be an agreement on top-line 
spending numbers which will need to be bipartisan in order for the budget to pass out of the 
Senate. However, this could be a challenging task because, although both parties support an 
increase in some military spending, the two parties are far apart on domestic spending levels. 
Once an agreement on the top-line numbers has been reached, the detailed appropriations will 
then need to be hashed out. 
 
One issue affecting Republican’s passage of any upcoming legislation is the swearing in of new 
Senator Doug Jones (D-AL) last week. The Republican majority has moved from 52-48 to 51-49 
since Sen. Jones’ election victory last month to replace current U.S. Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions. Further complicating the Republican majority issue is the fact that Republican Sen. 
John McCain (R-AZ) and others may have to miss votes due to health issues. 
 
Democrats now have a rare bargaining chip to use during the budget process because 
Republicans will need votes in order for legislation to pass. Immigration will be a top issue 
particularly dealing with President Trump's September order to end Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA), the program which protected undocumented immigrants who were 
brought here as children. President Trump will not sign a budget deal that protects DACA unless 
funding for a wall is included. Funding the Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and 



hurricane and wildfire disaster relief. Furthermore, repeal of the Affordable Care Act is still on 
the table although some Republicans may be content with the stripping of the individual 
mandate that is included in the tax reform bill. 
 
Beyond the budget the biggest issue the first part of the year is infrastructure reform. The White House 
is expected to release a more detailed proposal soon. Controversy will surround funding and the details 
of any infrastructure bill. 


