
 

 

Democrats Release RFS Reform Bill 
Overhaul of RFS Program in the Works 

Democratic Senator Tom Udall (D-NM) and Rep. Peter Welch (D-VT) introduced companion bills to 
reform the RFS by reducing the corn ethanol mandate while advancing the next generation of biofuels. 
 

The Growing Renewable Energy through Existing and New Environmentally Responsible Fuels 
Act (GREENER Fuels Act) would: Phase out the corn ethanol mandate and immediately reduce 
the amount of ethanol in fuel by as much as one billion gallons by capping the amount of 
ethanol that can be blended into conventional gasoline at 9.7 percent; extend the cellulosic 
next generation biofuel mandate until two billion gallons of annual production is achieved or 
2037, whichever is soonest, and improve the way the mandate is implemented to produce 
liquid transportation fuels that dramatically reduce GHG emissions; and help farmers return 
cornfields to pasture and wildlife habitat through a 10 cents per RIN fee to fund a new Private 
Land Protection and Restoration Fund in the U.S. Treasury. The fund will help pay for programs 
that pay for easements on private lands to keep them out of agricultural production; keep the 
lands in conservation uses like grass, forest, stream buffers, or pollinator habitat and; help 
farmers transition land currently in crop production into other uses. 
 
"Despite its early promise, the RFS has been a well-intentioned flop that is harming our environment by 
contributing to the conversion of millions of acres of grasslands, wetlands and forests into crop 
production while failing to bring about the widespread use of truly sustainable fuels like cellulosic," said 
Welch. "Our commonsense legislation reforms the mandate to dramatically reduce its environmental 
impact and to support the continued growth of advanced biofuels.” 
 
Meanwhile, Senate leadership has been working to strike a deal between petroleum and ethanol 
interests on reforming the RFS. Some options on the table include introducing a new type of RIN 
category, D8 RIN, which some refiners argue would put downward pressure on today’s ethanol RIN 
blending credits. The D8 RIN would be generated for ethanol blends above E10. According to some 
refiners, the D8 RIN would cover a smaller portion of the market and sell at a premium, thereby, 
incentivizing more companies to invest in ethanol blending infrastructure. The existing D6 RIN pool 
would then cover only up to an E10 blend which represents most of the fuel sold in the country, and 
therefore, reduce D6 RIN prices. 
 
Other proposals would also lift the ban on E15 in the Summer months and would allow the RFS program 
to expire in 2022. The petroleum and the ethanol sectors have multiple concerns with the legislation, 
but all options are on the table to mitigate the effects of the RFS. 
 


