
 

EPA RELEASES FINAL MULTI-YEAR RFS BLENDING VOLUMES 

Today, the EPA issued a final rule which sets the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) blending mandates for 
years 2014, 2015 and 2016. The RFS is important to petroleum marketers because it ultimately 
determines whether E15 gasoline is mandated to meet annual refiner blending mandates. The existing 
RFS ethanol blending mandates have already pushed E10 blends into virtually every gasoline market in 
the country.  Any significant increase in the ethanol blending standard will force refiners to move to E15 
blends unless gasoline demand rises to offset new blending mandates. The EPA was under court order 
to finalize the multiple year standards no later than today. That order is based on a court approved 
agreement between the EPA and refiners designed to get the long overdue standards back on schedule. 

Below are the final blending volumes for 2014-2017 

Final Renewable Fuel Volumes  2014 2015 2016 2017 
Corn Ethanol (billion gallons)  13.61 14.05 14.5 n/a 
Cellulosic biofuel (million gallons) 33 123 230 n/a 
Biomass-based diesel (billion gallons) 1.63 1.73 1.90 2.00 
Advanced biofuel (billion gallons) 2.67 2.88 3.61 n/a 
Total Renewable fuel (billion gallons) 16.28 16.93 18.11 n/a 
 
The new biofuels blending volumes for 2014, 2015 and 2016 are not expected to require the 
introduction of E15 gasoline.  PMAA is opposed to volumetric ethanol blending mandates for gasoline 
that would require the introduction of E15 until all practical and legal UST compatibility issues are 
settled for petroleum marketers. PMAA advocated this position to the EPA via written comments and 
public testimony. PMAA also recently met with the White House Office of Management and Budget to 
express the industry’s concern over a possible E15 mandate should ethanol blending levels be set too 
high in this round of annual renewable fuel blending requirements.   

Sixty percent of the gasoline stations are single-store owned and the average cost to retrofit a gasoline 
station with E15 compatible equipment is $200,000 which would increase pump prices and force many 
retailers, especially in rural areas, to close.  Additionally, lucrative RIN values WILL NOT lure retailers 
into compatible infrastructure investments to sell higher level ethanol blends.  Most retailers do not 
have the ability to participate in the RINs market since nearly 95 percent of all gasoline that passes over 
the terminal rack is already pre-blended with ethanol and no longer generates RINS.  This leaves 
retailers with few viable options to invest in upgraded infrastructure.  

The Agency has been under intense political pressure from both the refiners and renewable fuels 
industry over whether an E15 gasoline mandate is a viable remedy to overcome the RFS blend wall. 
EPA’s acknowledgement that there are constraints in the motor fuels market to accommodate 
increasing volumes of ethanol including concerns related to retail infrastructure compatibility was 
justification to lower the ethanol mandate compared to the statutory levels set by Congress in 2007.  



Meanwhile, EPA requires 1.9 billion gallons of biodiesel for 2016 and 2 billion gallons for 2017.  PMAA 
has no concerns over the biodiesel mandate because it supports BioHeat®, which at a 12 percent blend 
coupled with ultra-low sulfur heating oil (ULSHO), is cleaner than natural gas.  

 


