
 

 

Paul Ryan Says There Will Not Be a Gas Tax Increase 
House Transportation Committee Examines Infrastructure Funding 

This week, House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) made it clear that Congress will not raise the 
federal gas tax anytime soon. Ryan said, “we're not going to raise gas taxes... There are some 
people who are talking about that, but the last thing we want to do is pass historic tax relief in 
December and then undo that, so we are not going to raise gas taxes." 
 
Rep. Sam Graves (R-MO), who is in the running to replace Rep. Bill Shuster (R-PA) as Chairman of the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, also does not believe the gas tax will be increased. 
On Tuesday, while speaking at a National Association of Counties event on Capitol Hill, Rep. Graves said 
that not only does he think a gas tax increase has no chance of passing the House, but that lawmakers 
shouldn’t even attempt to bring up a gas tax increase bill for a vote. Lastly, he suggested that an 
infrastructure bill isn’t even the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s top priority right 
now and that a bill will have to wait until after action is taken on the Water Resources Development Act.  
 
Many Democrats support an increase in the gas tax and a few Republicans, including President Trump, 
are open to discussing it. However, with a Republican majority in Congress, the tax will likely not be 
raised anytime soon. Interest groups are divided on the issue as well, with the Chamber of Commerce 
and American Trucking Associations being in support of a gas tax increase and groups like Freedom 
Partners and Americans for Prosperity being in opposition to a gas tax increase. 
 
Meanwhile, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee held two hearings this week. On 
Wednesday, the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit examined the long-term funding proposals to 
keep the Highway Trust Fund (HTF) solvent in which several lawmakers from both sides of the aisle 
expressed support for a gas tax increase while downplaying the concept of tolling existing highways. In 
another hearing this week, U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao testified before the House 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. Proposals to commercialize rest areas remains a 
concern in Congress.  
 
PMAA is part of a coalition to persuade Congress not to move forward with rest area commercialization 
legislation which would harm small business petroleum marketers along interstate highways.  
 


