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THIS WEEK IN CONGRESS 
 
Congress returns to legislative business this week following a two-week recess. On Wednesday the House of 
Representatives will consider the Climate Action Now Act (H.R.9), a bill to keep the United States in the Paris Climate 
Agreement. The original agreement, signed by President Obama in 2016, is a commitment by participating nations to 
take necessary policy actions to keep global temperatures from rising above two degrees Celsius compared to pre-
industrial levels. On June 1, 2017, President Trump announced the U.S. would withdraw from the agreement. 
Democrats immediately vowed to block the country's exit. H.R.9 was introduced by Rep. Kathy Castor (D-FL) and is 
cosponsored by nearly all House Democrats. The bill will certainly pass but is dead-on-arrival in the Republican-
controlled Senate. It is simply another example of "messaging legislation" meant to rally the base and get the 
opposition on-the-record prior to the 2020 election. 
 

OTHER WASHINGTON NEWS BRIEFS 
 
Biodiesel Industry Holds DC Rally 

On Wednesday, the National Biodiesel Board (NBB) will hold a rally in Washington to press for an extension of the 
$1-per-gallon federal biodiesel tax credit, which has now lapsed for sixteen months. Many producers have been 
operating with the expectation that Congress will retroactively extend the credit as it has always done. The industry 
has begun citing examples of companies that have scaled back or suspended production or laid off employees due to 
the lapse. NEFI supports an extension of the biodiesel tax credit and will make it a priority during the annual "Day on 
the Hill" event next week. 
 
Greens Blast Trump Executive Order on Natural Gas Pipelines 

Sixteen environmental groups last week slammed President Trump's Executive Order meant to remove barriers to 
natural gas expansion in the Northeast. The order requires the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to make 
it more difficult for states to deny water quality permits under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act in order to block 
natural gas pipeline expansion. The president was specifically targeting New York's denial of a permit for the 
Constitution pipeline, which would bring natural gas from the Marcellus Shale to New York and New England. "It is 
unacceptable to try to make any changes to such critical components of the Section 401 process behind closed doors 
with no transparency or opportunity for public input," the groups wrote in their letter to the EPA. 
 
Organized Labor Opposes the Green New Deal 

The AFL-CIO has come-out in opposition to the National Green New Deal (GND) championed by Senator Ed Markey 
(D-MA) and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY). The nation's largest labor union says the plan would create 
employment uncertainties for its members. The Senate recently rejected the GND and it has divided congressional 
Democrats. In response, activists have refocused their efforts at the state level. Maine's AFL-CIO has endorsed a 
state bill that was touted as Maine's Green New Deal. That bill requires electricity providers to get 80 percent of their 
supply of electricity from renewable sources by 2040. 
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