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THIS WEEK IN CONGRESS 
 
Both chambers of Congress are out of session in observation of the Presidents' Day holiday. Lawmakers will return to 
legislative business next week. 

HOUSE REPUBLICANS REVEAL CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN 
 
Led by Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, House Republicans announced a series of bills they say will address climate 
change without harming the economy or threatening American jobs. The announcement comes weeks after House 
Democrats introduced a bill called the CLEAN Future Act, which aims to decarbonize the economy by 2050. 
Republicans plan on releasing legislation in the coming weeks that aims to address climate change by focusing on 
three key areas: carbon sequestration, clean energy, and conservation. Their plan does not include the aspirational 
goals or deadlines for carbon reductions found in more progressive legislation. 
 
Republicans released the details of the Trillion Trees Act (H.R.5859). The bill requires the planting of 3.3 billion trees 
per year over 30 years, on public and private land, to help sequester carbon from the atmosphere. This bill is in line 
with the "trillion trees initiative" announced by President Trump during his State of the Union Address. The House 
Natural Resources Committee will consider H.R.5859 in a hearing on Wednesday, February 26 at 10:00 a.m. House 
Republicans will release details of the other bills in the coming weeks, including proposals to boost federal support for 
carbon capture and storage technology, natural gas, and nuclear power. 
 
Moderate and young Republicans have been pressuring the party to take a more proactive stance on climate change. 
Public opinion on the issue has shifted dramatically in recent years. A recent Washington Post-Kaiser poll indicates 
that 80% of Americans say human activity is fueling climate change. With concern growing, some Republicans are 
worried Democrats will dominate the conversation. The new climate legislation was not well received by more 
conservative party members and interest groups. Climate advocates also criticized it, but for not going far enough. 

WELCH EFFICIENCY BILL GETS COMMITTEE HEARING 
 
An energy efficiency bill offered by Rep. Peter Welch (D-VT) was considered by the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee last week. The bill, known as the Energy Savings and Industrial Competitiveness Act (H.R.3962), focuses 
on low-cost measures to improve energy efficiency in residential and commercial buildings, heavy industry, and 
federal buildings. The American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE) projects the bill would save 
consumers $51 billion by 2050. 
 
Of interest to NEFI members, the bill proposes that national building codes be overhauled to focus on greater energy 
efficiency; provides retrofitting assistance for schools; and creates a program to account for energy-efficient features 
in the appraisal and underwriting process for federally backed mortgages. The bill also repeals a federal law that 
requires new and renovated federal buildings to be designed to reduce fossil fuel-use to net-zero by 2030 and 
replaces it with more achievable standards and requirements. 
 
Companion legislation (S.2137) has been offered in the Senate by Senators Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) and Rob 
Portman (R-OH). There is strong bipartisan support for both the House and Senate legislation, and it could be one of 
the few energy-related measures that are enacted into law in 2020. Note that the House committee hearing also 
examined several bills related to energy storage in the electric grid and enhancing federal support for these 
technologies. NEFI is reviewing all of these bills and continues to monitor developments closely. 
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