
Canadian Rail Blockades Delaying Propane Cars 
  
PGANE is communicating with several states and members concerning the rail blockades in Canada. Fortunately, 
warmer weather has created a surplus of product in most of the region, however, we are starting to see delays on rail 
into the area from Canada, and some members have cars stranded upstream of the blockade. Please contact Leslie 
if you are experiencing difficulties.  
  
The blockade in Tyendinaga, Ontario, east of Toronto, was set up along the Canadian National Railways by 
Mohawks as a gesture of support for hereditary leaders of the Wet’suwet’en First Nation in British Columbia. These 
non-elected leaders have been trying for more than a year to stop a natural gas pipeline from being laid through a 
portion of their land, despite the approval of the pipeline by numerous First Nation councils. The Mohawk blockade, 
which was entering its 13th day and began after the Royal Canadian Mounted Police began arresting Wet’suwet’en 
protesters, has been accompanied by widespread protests of shorter duration that have snarled traffic and blocked 
ports and other rail lines.  
  
Looming over Trudeau and his cabinet as they looked for a solution to the blockade are memories of earlier protests 
by Indigenous people that turned violent. In the 1990s, attempts by the police to end land occupations at Oka, 
Quebec, and Ipperwash, Ontario, led to protracted standoffs and death.  
  
So when will the blockades end? Canadian rail and bureaucracy has definitely been the supply theme for this winter 
season and Trudeau's call for patience yesterday is not reassuring. Hopefully this conflict will be resolved sooner than 
the 1990 crisis. For more info see Federal section links below.  
  
The Oka Crisis of 1990 Lasted 78 Days: 
The Oka Crisis was a land dispute between a group of Mohawk people and the town of Oka, Quebec, Canada, which 
began on July 11, 1990, and lasted 78 days until September 26, 1990 with one fatality. The dispute was the first well-
publicized violent conflict between First Nations and the Canadian government in the late 20th century. 
  
The dispute stemmed from the Club de golf d'Oka plan to expand the golf course by an additional nine holes on 
disputed lands. In 1990, the court found in favor of the developers and the mayor of Oka, Jean Ouellette, announced 
that the remainder of the pines would be cleared to expand the golf course to eighteen holes and to construct 60 
condominiums. As a protest against the court decision to allow the golf course expansion to proceed, some members 
of the Mohawk community erected a barricade blocking access to the area. The SQ responded to the barricade by 
deploying tear gas canisters and concussion grenades in an attempt to force the Mohawks to disperse. In response, 
gunfire ensued from both sides, and after a 15-minute gun battle the police fell back, abandoning six cruisers and a 
bulldozer. A 31-year-old SQ Corporal Marcel Lemay died following the gunfight. Before the raid there were 
approximately 30 armed warriors in and around the barricade; following the gun battle this number grew to 60–70 and 
would later swell to 600. The Mohawks seized six vehicles, including four police cars, and commandeered the front-
end loader to crush the vehicles and use them to form a barricade across the main highway. 
  
The situation escalated as the local Mohawks were joined by Natives from across the country and the United States. 
Despite pressure to do so, their barricade was not dismantled. The Sûreté du Québec established their own 
blockades on highway 344 to restrict access to Oka and Kanesatake. Another group of Mohawks at the nearby 
location of Kahnawake, in solidarity with Kanesatake, blockaded the Mercier Bridge at the point where it passed 
through their territory, thereby sealing off a major access point between the Island of Montreal and Montreal's heavily 
populated South Shore suburbs.  
  
At the peak of the crisis, the Mercier Bridge and Routes 132, 138 and 207 were all blocked, creating substantial 
disruption to traffic and anger as the crisis dragged on. A group of frustrated Châteauguay residents started building 
an unauthorized, unplanned roadway circumventing the Kahnawake reserve. Long after the crisis, this unfinished 
roadway was eventually incorporated into Quebec Autoroute 30. 
  
The golf course expansion that had originally triggered the crisis was cancelled and the land under dispute purchased 
from the developers by the federal government for $5.3 million. The Oka Crisis motivated the development of a 
national First Nations Policing Policy to try to prevent future incidents, and brought Native issues into the forefront in 
Canada. 
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