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NABE SUPPORTS APRIL AS THE NATIONAL BILINGUAL/MULTILINGUAL        
LEARNER ADVOCACY MONTH  

 
Washington – On April 18, 2016 the sun rose brightly over Capitol Hill, shinning a ray of hope 
as Congressperson Mike Honda submitted H. Res. 690 in the House of Representatives 
Recognizing and Celebrating April as the first “National Bilingual/Multilingual Learner 
Advocacy Month.”  Ten coalition partner organizations, parents, students, board members and 
staff were represented and provided statements of support at the congratulatory ceremony 
held on Capitol Hill. This honor was bestowed on NABE because of the invaluable 
contributions to the efforts nationally to advance educational equity and excellence for 
bilingual/multilingual English Learners.  
 
NABE and its coalition partners are very proud to recognize the Second Year Anniversary of 
this very prestigious and important recognition, and call upon all of its affiliates, partners, 
exhibitors, supporters and friends to engage in purposeful actions to protect and keep the 
rights of language-minority Americans clearly in focus as states and communities move 
forward with educational reforms.  NABE and its coalition partners remain very concerned 
about the crisis in teacher diversity for our burgeoning population of bilingual/multilingual 
dual language students with only 20 percent of the teaching force reflecting this diversity. 
 
NABE, its affiliates and coalition partners will continue to advocate for resources to promote 
local teacher diversity, offering professional development opportunities, taking the My Name, 
My Identity Pledge: A Declaration of Self, advancing the national Seal of Biliteracy in every 
school district in the nation and advocating for high-quality bilingual/dual language 
education programs.  Considering that we live in a globally competitive economy, all students 
will surely benefit from learning more than one language. It is vital that we redefine a well-
rounded education for all students that include the opportunity to become bilingual or 
multilingual, in addition to literacy math, science, social studies and the arts.  For Dual 
Language English learners in particular, the research is clear on the importance of effectively 
leveraging students’ home language to support their success. 
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The NABE Board would like to sincerely thank former Congressperson Mike Honda for 
championing this opportunity for recognizing the more than 5 million Dual Language English 
Learners in this nation who bring multiple assets to schools and adds to the rich diversity 
among students.  The NABE Board further commends Congressperson Mike Honda for his 
many years of faithful and dedicated leadership and service to our nation.  
 
In today’s world our students are working, leading, and succeeding in an environment of 
constant innovation and connection from across the globe. In order to fully maximize the 
potential of this world of diverse ideas and cultures, it is vital that we redefine a well-rounded 
education for all students that include the opportunity to become bilingual or multilingual, in 
addition to literacy, math, science, social studies and the arts.  For Dual Language English 
learners in particular, the research is clear on the importance of effectively leveraging 
students’ home language to support their success.students’ home language to support their 
success.  
NABE encourages all school districts or institutions to adopt the resolution of April as 
“National Bilingual/Multilingual Learner Advocacy Month.”  You can further promote the 
advocacy month by inspiring educators and community members to pronounce our students’ 
Names correctly and to take the pledge.  The sample resolution of the initiative and pledges 
have been translated into ten languages.   
 
On behalf of the NABE Board, I sincerely thank you for taking actions to support the 
“NATIONAL BILINGUAL/MULTILINGUAL LEARNER ADVOCACY MONTH!” 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Minh-Anh Hodge, Ed.D. 
President, 2016-2017 
 
 
Dr. Santiago Wood 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
     


