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“It is not a question of if coronavirus will spread through the United States, but a 

question of when….” said Dr. Nancy Messonnier, Director of the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention’s National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases. 

Little did we know, when we welcomed 2020 as a new decade into our lives, that we 

would be facing the greatest threat to our existence.  Little did we know, that our lives 

would be turned upside down.  Little did we know, that regardless of national origin, 

race, gender, religious belief, age, profession, socio-economic status or political 

affiliation, 100 percent of us would have our lives impacted and our daily routines 

changed forever. Little did we know, that COVID-19, also known as coronavirus, would 

be the story of a lifetime. 

The world is changing fast. The COVID-19 crisis crystallizes the dilemma of those who 

may have been impacted the most, our kids. Miami-Dade County Public Schools (M-

DCPS) began planning for all possible scenarios well ahead of time. The shutting down 

of schools was a major decision with implications, not only for students but for families 

too; not only a massive shock to parents’ productivity, but also to children’s social life 

and learning. A primary task for schools is to help ensure that socialization takes a 

healthy direction. It is the place where we expect children to learn the knowledge, skills, 

and habits needed to be responsible, autonomous citizens. And, as a society, we have 

not seen the long-term consequences that this decision will have in the tale of our 

children’s lives. Always cognizant of the needs and the importance that providing 

equitable opportunities to the almost 64,000 English Language Learners (ELL) that call 

M-DCPS home, the district  has made certain that all documents take into account one 

of our most needy populations; thus, ensuring availability of these in the three most 
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frequently spoken languages in our community; English, Spanish and Haitian-Creole. 

Understanding the experiences and the positive impact that M-DCPS has had on 

immigrant students, their parents and the services that are provided, it is no wonder that 

it has been able to cope with this remarkably trying and difficult situation. 

M-DCPS was at the forefront of Distance Learning having developed the Instructional 

Continuity Plan (ICP). With the continued outbreak of COVID-19, M-DCPS immediately 

reinvented itself and developed the next iteration of its plan, the Instructional Continuity 

Plan 2.0 (ICP 2.0).  The ICP 2.0 served as a blueprint for other school districts in the 

state of Florida to follow. The ICP 2.0 is found on the M-DCPS website, 

http://icp.dadeschools.net, with updated information provided to support students, 

teachers, schools and community, as we continue to navigate these uncharted waters 

due to COVID-19.  An ICP Webinar, designed for parents/guardians that are non-

English speakers and that contains all the information and expectations of the ICP 2.0, 

is available online in Spanish (Plan de Continuidad Instructiva) and Haitian-Creole (Plan 

pou kontinye anseman).   

The ICP 2.0 guarantees that ELL students are receiving the same services; i.e., 

instructional time, access to digital resources, mobile devices, internet connectivity, and 

access to the Microsoft Teams and ZOOM applications, as students proficient in 

English; but they may be using different platforms that have built-in translators. Through 

distance learning, all ELL teachers continue to use ESOL strategies to enhance the 

learning of ELL students while providing appropriate accommodations. On the ICP 2.0 

website, ELL teachers can access the newly created Quarter 4 pacing guides for our 

most fragile students, those that are classified as ESOL Levels 1 and 2 and less than 

http://icp.dadeschools.net/
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two years in the program. These guides provide grade-specific interactive online 

lessons and activities, ESOL resources and technology links that are explicitly aligned 

to the Language Arts grade level standards. For ESOL Levels 3 and 4 students, the 

standard Language Arts curriculum is followed using ESOL strategies. Teachers of ELL 

students also have access to the professional development menu, as well as, the 

eTextbook Support menu.  

In addition to all of the above mentioned, the Distance Learning help desk is available 

daily from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM and staffed with personnel fluent in English, Spanish and 

Haitian-Creole. An average of 500 calls daily are answered to assist students, parents 

and teachers with any questions/concerns they might have regarding connectivity, 

engagement, etc.  

Beyond teaching and learning, since the beginning of school closures on March 16 due 

to COVID-19, M-DCPS has served more than 1.5 million “grab-and-go” breakfast and 

lunch meals across the community in external areas of school sites to ensure that no 

child in need goes hungry. M-DCPS has also partnered with individual donors, local 

organizations, and restaurateurs to provide thousands of additional meals to children 

and families. With the dollars donated, food is purchased from restaurants, supporting 

the hospitality industry and the local economy while delivering hot meals and bags of 

fresh produce to families. Since the inception of the Family Meals-on-the-Go program, 

thousands of hot meals have been delivered to homes in our most fragile communities.  

“The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is 

tracking the impact of the pandemic on education. As of March 30, they estimate that 87 

percent of the world’s students - that is 1.5 billion learners - have been affected by 

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education-emergencies/coronavirus-school-closures
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school closures. The bulk of these students are enrolled in primary and secondary 

schools.  More than 180 countries have shut school doors…In the U.S.…50 states and 

U.S. territories have closed their schools.”  COVID-19 and school closures:  What can 

countries learn from past emergencies? Brookings Institute, Rebecca Winthrop, Center 

for Universal Education, March 31, 2020. Can we estimate how much the COVID-19 

interruption will affect learning and students? Not precisely, as we are in a new world. 

What we can do is to try our best and work together - teaching, feeding, supporting and 

connecting with all children in our community.   

https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/map-coronavirus-and-school-closures.html
https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/map-coronavirus-and-school-closures.html

