
Celebrating NABE 2019 Pre-Conference all-day Institute 

The NABE 2019 48th Annual International Bilingual Education Conference started on Wednesday, March 

6 with a very successful, standing room only event, at several of its Pre-Conference Institute sessions 

featuring Early Childhood Dual Language Instruction, with Drs. Anita Pandey, Maria Arreguín-Anderson, 

Rhian Evans of NAEYC and other experts from various universities and strategic partners across the 

nation. Dr. Isabella Liu, Director General of Pre-school Association of China was also in the audience to 

hear from the experts in the field.  

 

Other institute sessions offered a rich, engaging and diverse menu for a wide variety of interests such as 

Creating a Pathway to college and Careers through Bilingual Education Instruction that featured an 

impressive and powerful lineup of renowned national and international presenters, authors and 

business leaders such as Drs. Sonia Soltero of DePaul University, Cristina Alfaro San Diego State 

University, Francisco Guajardo of UTEP Edingburg, Margarita Calderon of Johns Hopkins University, 

Joyce Nutta of UCF, Syndia Nazario Cardona of Sistema Universitario Ana G. Méndez and Minnie 

Cardona of Seminole County. Dr. Tomasita Ortiz of Global Perspectives 21st Century Consultants served 

as the facilitator for the panel.  

 

There were other well attended strands such as Applying a Can-Do Lens to Multilingual Development 

with Yvonne Williams; AVID- Accelerating Academic Success for Emerging Bilinguals with Christie 

McMullen and Sacha Bennett. The school site visits to numerous exceptional Bilingual and Dual 

Language Schools throughout Orange County and other neighboring districts was also a very big draw 

and one of the most successful and highly effective activities for many Conference participants. The 

NABE Executive Board also hosted a luncheon with the Corporate Advisory Council to begin a strategic 

process of corporate marketing and branding for NABE to be successfully position to deepen its 

corporate partnerships.  

 

The National States Title III Association and OELA also held an all-day event focusing on legislative and 

policy changes impacting programs add services to schools across the nation.  

 

The day culminated in a dazzling Disney Presentation and Ribbon Cutting opening event to recognize 

NABE’s numerous sponsors, exhibitors and strategic partners. To everyone surprise, Mickey showed up 

to enliven the ceremony and to celebrate NABE’s night with the Exhibitors Reception capturing the spirit 

of this year’s theme: Experience the Magic Biliteracy as a Global Imperative: Enriched Education for 

Empowerment, Equity and Excellence (E3). 

 


