
2nd Annual Chicago Seal of Biliteracy Awards Ceremony 

              

IT WAS WONDERFUL! 
  
I could hardly believe my eyes!  Over 500 parents,  teachers and students filled to 
overflowing the space of two rooms at the UIC Student Center, Wednesday, June 1. 
Visitors began arriving by 4:30 p.m. and filed out after receiving their Seal of Biliteracy 
medals, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
  
I was happy to be present with MLC members María Vargas and Samantha Godden-
Chmielowicz with some of her students from Schurz. 
  
Dr. Janice Jackson,CPS CEO gave strong, supportive opening remarks as did Reyna 
Hernandez, ISBE Assistant Superintendent. 
We got to meet and hear Jorge A. Macias, OLCE's new Chief Officer, as well. 
  
Finally, Senator Iris Martinez took the microphone.  I think she was really impressed, 
encouraged, delighted, a little overwhelmed to see the fruit of her labors realized by 
CPS (and the work of Luís Narvaéz.) 
  
In between times, there were performances by violinists of all ages from Edwards Dual 
Language School. A group of little girls with colorful pottery somehow balanced on their 
heads danced as did some high kicking cowboys and girls.  Three high school students 
from the Chicago School of Arts performed as well: One did a typical Mexican 
dance,  one sang a traditional song in Spanish and the other delivered  a beautiful 
oration.These three had also won the Seal. Four graduates from last year gave brief 
presentations on what the Seal has meant to them since graduation. 
  
At one point, all the parents were asked to stand for recognition, then teachers and 
finally students. Lots of clapping, lots of smiles! 
  
Only about 200 of the more than 800 students who have achieved the Seal -- were 
present. They came from at least 72 CPS high schools. After the program 
ended, Luís quipped to me that he would have to find a bigger place next year!  
  
The remaining students will receive their diplomas, transcripts and medals at their local 
high school graduation ceremonies. 
  
Please add your observations, Maria and Samantha. 
  
To all of us members of Multilingual Chicago, we all had large and small parts to play in 
this wonderful, successful movement.  We need to celebrate! 
  
Peace, 
Janet 

 


