
East meets West via the Young Chinese Cultural Ambassadors 
 

As NABE continues to grow its international influence, a group of 38 elementary school students 

chosen from among 30 schools in Beijin, China along with their teachers and parents were 

hosted by the Palm Beach County School District yesterday at Jupiter HS through the auspices of 

Dr. Margarita Pinkos, NABE President and current Assistant Superintendent for Global Affairs 

and Multicultural Education. The students, who were all ages 8 & 9 were guest at Jupiter HS 

where they rendered outstanding singing and dancing performances and conducted a cultural 

workshop for the HS Students. The students are part of a group called the Young Chinese 

Cultural Ambassadors who traveled across the world sharing their Chinese Heritage and Culture 

and also learning and making life-long friendships in the US and elsewhere.   This was the third 

leg of their journey as they also visited Mexico City, New York City and Orlando schools. The 

Young Chinese Cultural Ambassadors were chaperon by Winnie Zhan, General Secretary of the 

NABE/China Affiliate and her colleague Clive Chan also an officer of the China Affiliate. There 

was another group of Young Chinese Cultural Ambassadors being hosted at the same time by 

NY City Pubic Schools under the auspices of the Deputy Chancellor, Milady Baez. Other special 

VIP's who attended the event at Jupiter HS included members of the Palm Beach County 

Administration, the Chinese American Chamber of Commerce, members of the business and 

education communities and Dr. Santiago Wood, Executive Director of NABE. The NABE/China 

Affiliate was established three years ago under the leadership of former President Dr. Yee Wan 

and has been actively engaged via the support and collaboration of NABE and its Affiliates in 

organizing these various school district visits. The students brought many gifts and cultural items 

to share with the local students and VIP's. Jupiter HS provided lunch, ID badges, and school gift 

packages for all of the students and visitors and accommodations at the auditorium for the 

performances.  

 

If any of our NABE affiliates would like to host a group of these Young Chinese Cultural 

Ambassadors, please contact the Executive Director's Office via email 

(drsantiagow@gmail.com) with details of your district and contact person who would host the 

students at a school or schools where they would perform. Dr. Wood was very impressed with 

the high level of leadership, courtesy, support and accommodations provided by the Palm Beach 

County Schools and especially the Jupiter HS Principal and staff. Dr. Wood remarked that these 

are the types of constructive experiences that he would like to see extended to teachers that 

would include the intercultural exchanges between the US and its other International affiliates in 

Spain and Mexico. NABE has efforts underway to establish International affiliates in other 

countries for next year. Last Year several NABE Board members and Executive Director were 

special VIP guests at International conferences in China, Spain and Mexico hosted by the 

International Affiliates.  
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