
 

 

 

A beautiful soul and a life well lived 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Manuel “Memo” Cavada 
May 3, 1944 - October 3, 2020 

NABE Photographer: 2014-2020 
 
Our dear friend, Manuel “Memo” Cavada, who served as NABE’s official photographer from 2014 to 2020, died on October 3, 2020 at 
the age of 76, following a battle with cancer. 
 
Cavada, born May 3, 1944 to Eloisa Osuna and Manuel Cavada in National City, was the third of eight children. His mother worked at 
a fish cannery and his father was a painter at a steel producing company. He graduated from Sweetwater High School in 1962 and 
pursued his higher education at Sacramento City College and Glen Fishback School of Photography. 
 
He served in the United States Air Force during the Vietnam War as a crew chief for the 552nd Air Force Squadron and was awarded a 
Purple Heart after being wounded in Saigon in 1968.  
 
Memo’s passion for photography was ignited by the war he witnessed in Vietnam, and he later trained with the iconic landscape 
photographer Ansel Adams. 
 
After returning from the war, Cavada dedicated his life to capturing the stories of Latinos in San Diego and could often be seen 
photographing events for Latino-lead organizations and chambers of commerce. He also worked on a project documenting Mexico’s 
culture through a 10-year backpacking journey in the country.  
 
He operated a photo studio for more than 45 years, and taught photography at the Centro Cultural de la Raza in Balboa Park.  
 
Memo’s most honorable accomplishments were made while working for non-profits where he developed one of the first programs for 
the prevention of alcohol abuse among the youth, served as the Youth Program Director for the Neighborhood House in San Diego, 
volunteered for countless organizations and served as the resident photographer at Sweetwater High School for more than three 
decades. 
 
He was honored as a “Latino Champion” by The San Diego Union-Tribune in 2015, and by the National City Chamber of Commerce in 
2012 as volunteer of the year for his commitment to the organization and contributions to helping others. 
  
Cavada was especially fond of his work at Sweetwater High because he liked to tell kids to follow their dreams.  
 
Memo once explained, “Volunteering has been a lifelong commitment, it was not part of my career plan…it is just part of my way of 
life. It has always been my nature to do well and to take care of our people. Much satisfaction is gained by the Joy of Giving.”   
 
While at NABE, Memo used his talents and worked tirelessly to ensuring that each photo he took genuinely represented the essence of 
the occasion, the individual, and the experience.  The photos were magnificent!  He dedicated time to get to know the people he met by 
name, made them feel welcome, and always had a huge smile for everyone regardless of the lateness of the day. 
 
Memo is survived by his three children, Stephanie Cavada Beer, Martin Cavada and Jennifer Cavada Lu; as well as four grandchildren.  
 
The Sweetwater Union High School SUHI Foundation created a scholarship fund in Cavada’s memory. Donations can be made online 
to thesuhifoundation.org/donate/.  
 
The National City Chamber Foundation is collecting funds to paint a mural in memory of Cavada. Donations can be made online to  
********charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/memo-cavada-mural-project 
 

Thank you, Memo, for all of the memories that you shared with us; those captured through your lens and those 

captured within our hearts. You were special to us and will be greatly missed! 


