
Dear Arne,  

On behalf of the entire NABE Board and family, I am proud and honored to express our deepest 

appreciation for your unselfish, tireless and dedicated service as our longest serving US 

Secretary of Education. We also extend our heartfelt “Congratulations" on your personal 

decision to leave the Department of Education and to return to Chicago to be reunited with your 

family.  As a former Superintendent of Schools in California who had the opportunity to provide 

leadership for many years in several large urban school districts, I definitely know how this 

moment may feel for you. I was also privileged to personally serve with you as an officer of the 

Council of Great Cities Schools. Needless to say, that I know personally what it means to serve 

at the top while building relationships from the ground up. I also know the unselfish, special, 

personal, political and economic sacrifices and adjustments that you and your family have to 

make in order to be a servant of the people. And especially what it means to build,in an 

honorable and genuine way, an effective team with parents, teachers, students, administrators, 

support staff and the community. Given the political and partisan climate that you have had to 

endure since beginning your tenure, I must say that you have done a remarkable job, under very 

challenging circumstances.  And one day you will be able to look back, with great joy and 

anticipation, on the lasting impact your decisions will have on building capacity, expanding 

opportunities and creating a lasting legacy among our student, parents, teachers, and community 

constituents. Needless to say that education touches our lives in a deeply personal way and that 

everyone of our 315 million citizens believe that they have all the right answers to fix it.  

 

 

Arne, rest assured that you have served effectively with honor and distinction.  And you have 

weathered the storms very well. I agree with the President’s remarks that in spite of it all, you 

have been a respectful and effective listener. Your passion for putting children first and 

reminding us all that education is the lasting game changer for our lives and society's legacy, has 

been unwavering and remarkable. We admire your courage, tenacity and commitment to always 

strive for and to look for the best in everyone. I congratulate you on building an effective 

leadership team and for making a serious effort to focus on the needs of our English Learners 

and teachers—certainly our next generation of leaders and game changers. We also realize that 

much work remains to be done in this area, particularly with the funding levels for Title III, re-

establishment of the Title VII Fellowship, effective standards and accountability and especially 

the need for laser-like commitment to recruiting diversity teachers for our 21st Century 

generation of learners. I am certain that as you leave, you will rest assured that with Drs. Libia 

Hill and John King's leadership, that these very important and significant goals and activities that 

you started will be accomplished. I am reminded of what Gandhi said once in a liberation speech, 

“if we want to plan for one year, we plant rice! if we want to plan for 10 years, we plant bamboo! 

and if we want to plan for life, WE EDUCATE THE CHILDREN!” Conversely, Jose Marti, 

reminds us that, “Los Ninos son la esperanza del mundo.”  Thanks once more, Arne, for your 

commitment to this task. Our entire NABE family looks forward to your joining us as one of our 

keynote speakers for our 45th Annual International Bilingual Education Conference in your 

hometown of Chicago on March 3-5, 2016 at the Hilton Chicago. We hope that you have had an 

opportunity to review the letter of invitation and will be able to confirm your participation. 

NABE has not been to Chicago in twenty years and we were promised the best weather forecast 

and turnout ever by our Chicago Board Member, Julio Cruz. Undoubtedly, your presence at the 

conference will make all the difference. Please feel free to confirm your attendance directly with 



me either via e-mail (drsantiagow@gmail.com) or my cell (954)-729-4557. Once more, we 

extend a hearty Congratulations! 

Si se puede! 

Santiago Wood  
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