
NABE Community Mourns one of its Champions! 
 
Dear bilingual colleagues, it is with great sadness that we inform you 

about Prof. María Torres-Guzmán's passing. The Bilingual Bicultural 
Education program mourns our own María, whose untimely departure is being 
deeply felt by colleagues, family, and friends around the world. 
 

María died in Madrid on August 8, 2018 from a yearlong battle with cancer, her 

second battle. She is survived by her husband Juan Carlos Olivas Del Poso, her 

querida Madre Catalina Guzmán, daughters Nydia María Zamorano-Torres, and 

Helena Olivas, three grandchildren, Aramis James Woodard, and Adrián and Amelie 

Bender. As well as hermanas/os, sobrinas/os, tías/os, y primos.   

 

 

Part of her family and friends gathered in Madrid on August 9, 2018 for her 

cremation, after which they will take her ashes to her beloved Puerto Rico. There will 

be a small service there with family and friends.  

  

A celebration of her life will take place a year after her passing in Puerto Rico.    

 
Her untimely departure is being deeply felt by us and her colleagues, family, and 

friends in NY, PR and around the world. Her commitment to bilingual learners, 

teachers, and communities, especially her advocacy for ethnolinguistic minoritized 

groups has inspired so many of us. As our BBE program plans on how to celebrate 

her life, we will collect stories and memories. If you wish to share and send us an 

anecdote, memory, story, or special photo, please send it to bilingual-

bicultural@tc.columbia.edu and we will collect them for the celebration.  
An Obituary will follow soon. 
With a heavy heart, 
Carmen  
Patricia 
Sharon 

http://umbia.edu/


 



 
 
--  
Carmen M. Martínez-Roldán, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
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Teachers College, Box 122 
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525 West 120th Street 
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