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In Solidarity  
 
The NABE Family extends our sincere thoughts and prayers to the family of George 
Floyd and all other victims who are unjustly and adversely affected by the current 
acts of racism, hatred, and injustice taking place in the United States far too often 
against African Americans and all people of color.  
 
We are living in enormously and unimaginably difficult times. Last week, our nation 
witnessed the shocking, unprovoked, and senseless murder of George Floyd, an 
African American, a human being, a father, a son, an uncle, a brother and former 
student, at the hands of police officers, sworn to protect the safety and the wellbeing 
of the community. All of us, as educators, committed to the education, safety and 
development of our students, can identify with what we saw of this hateful, and 
repugnant, act on so many levels.  
 
The National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE), joins the chorus of many 
organizations and groups, of all diversity and ethnicity, to vehemently oppose and to 
condemn these shameful acts of brutality and inhumanity being perpetrated against 
our communities of color, immigrants, refugee students and families, in the 
strongest possible terms. NABE pledges steadfast support and advocacy for our 
African American community, and welcomes all immigrants and refugee students 
and families to our great nation regardless of their ethnicity, language, cultural and 
socioeconomic backgrounds, immigration status or religious belief.  
 
NABE further invites the Trump administration, members of congress and other 
state and local legislative leaders to first open your hearts, listen sincerely to the 
people, and take a moral stand for justice and equality, by working in a bipartisan 
manner, with urgency, to do its job in finding a permanent and systemic solution to 
this national crisis of shame, racism, prejudice, hatred and indignity being 
perpetrated against African Americans, in particular, and all other people of color, in 
general, who find themselves being profiled, harassed and viciously  attacked 
oftentimes resulting in death.    
 



NABE, its national coalition partners, teachers and administrative leaders further 
invite these political leaders to join us in constructive dialogue to help solve the 
systemic issues of inequality, access, opportunity, and equity plaguing our schools 
and communities for decades, resulting in the manifestation of what we experienced 
over the past week in the George Floyd tragedy. NABE and its partners will resist 
and oppose all punitive and political divisive measures aimed against our African 
American and Multilingual/Multicultural English Learners.  
 
Since 1975, the National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE) has been a 
national, non-profit, education membership organization, in the Washington, DC 
metropolitan area, working to advocate for educational equity and excellence for 
bilingual/multilingual students in a global society. NABE has over 5,000 members 
represented by 25 national and international affiliates, working to improve 
instructional practices for our nation’s 4.7 million Dual and English Language 
Learners and the more than twenty-thousand bilingual teachers and educational 
leaders who serve them.  
 
Our schools, students, families and communities are already devastated and 
disrupted with the COVID Pandemic. Our students and families are living in fear, 
undue stress and chaos. And now we must face this brutal and senseless murder of 
yet another African American member of our society.  As tragic as these past events 
have been, they provide our society an opportunity for positive changes and for re-
imagining our current community policing policies and what changes will be 
required along with constructive participation of every one with respect and 
support of each other towards achieving what our great nation is all about, “One 
nation under God, indivisible with Liberty and Justice for All.  Above all, in times like 
these, we need unrelenting love and tolerance for each other to ignite the flame of 
moral courage to demonstrate the God given power of the people.  
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