
 

 

Red Carpet Celebration: National Bilingual/Multilingual Learner Advocacy Month Showcase 

The Santa Clara County Office of Education (SCCOE) rolled out the red carpet the evening of April 27, to 

acknowledge champions of multilingual educations at the first National Bilingual/Multilingual Learner 

Advocacy (MLA) Month Showcase. This was the culminating event during a month-long celebration. 

The showcase began with district teams sharing exemplary practices and model programs in the areas of 

Dual Language Programs: Seal of Biliteracy and Pathway Awards; Achieving Language and Academic 

Success; Diversity and Global Education; and Parent and Community: Leadership and Engagement. 

Presenters included educators, parents, students, and policy makers, involving all the stakeholders who 

support multilingual learners’ language and academic achievement. 

Santa Clara County Superintendent of Schools Jon R. Gundry kicked off the awards program by stating 

the significance of House Resolution 690, which affirms the language and cultural assets in our 

community, and expressing his strong commitment to providing student access to effective multilingual 

programs. Dr. Tom Adams, Deputy Superintendent of the California Department of Education expressed 

strong support for the statewide Seal of Biliteracy program. California Assemblymember Kansen Chu’s 

office presented a resolution to the SCCOE recognizing the invaluable contributions to statewide efforts 

to advance educational equity and excellence for multilingual learners. Two parent leaders, a ninth-

grade newcomer, multilingual learner and an 11th-grade student from a dual language immersion 

program, expressed the value of multilingual skills and their appreciation for being included in the 

celebration.  

Over 150 participants from 30 educational agencies and partners participated in the showcase at the 

SCCOE. Dr. Adams joined Superintendent Gundry in recognizing and congratulating districts and charter 

schools for their supporting efforts, including those which have adopted the Seal of Biliteracy and the 

My Name, My Identity resolution; and winners of the My Name, My Identity student artwork contest. 

That contest had students illustrate what their name means to them. Another feature of the evening 

was a virtual meeting where many participants connected with students and educators from Honduras, 

Iraq, Mexico, and Texas via a live online portal utilizing a life-size screen, showing everyone from head-

to-toe, as if they were in the same space. They engaged in dialogues about how they see teaching 

language and culture as an asset in preparing students for the jobs of the future. 

For more information about the showcase and to view the photos, visit http://bit.ly/MLASHOWCASE.  
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