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NABE Executive Board Appoints New Parent Representative 

  

Clarissa Duskin, M.Ed., the English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 

Program Manager for St. Lucie Pubic Schools with twenty-five years as a public 

and private school educator, was recently appointed by the NABE Executive Board 

as the new Parent Representative for FY 2018/19. Clarissa will serve to increase 

the parent voice and representation on the board. She will also work with the 

board to help coordinate the parent advocacy, education and training 

opportunities at the NABE 2019 International Bilingual Education Conference in 

Orlando. Throughout her career, Clarissa has had opportunities to share her 

teaching expertise, design professional development, build community 

partnerships, and enhance student learning as a classroom teacher, school, 

district, and state leader.  

In 2008, she was selected by the Schlechty Center as an honored guess to 

speak in the Working on the Work National conference in Tampa. Clarissa 

Duskin’s strong parent and student advocacy was recognized in 2014 by St. Lucie’s 

superintendent, giving her the opportunity to open the first ESOL Resource and 

Education Center.  Clarissa Duskin has served in the Florida Association of 

Bilingual and ESOL Supervisors (FABES) as the secretary for the last two years and 

is now the incoming president of the FABES board. 

  Clarissa’s bilingual skills have allowed her to connect with cultural and 

linguistic diverse families and community members throughout the state. Her 

personal experience as an English Learner has served as the foundation to her 

cultural and linguistic responsive teaching and learning approaches. Clarissa’s 

advocacy for her English Learners was recognized by the St. Lucie community and 

honored with the “Rompiendo Barreras” award in 2016. 

     While she has been recognized for her leadership in the development of a 

comprehensive ESOL program in St. Lucie Public Schools, her most treasured 

accomplishments are her four children, Andrew, Claryed, Edarissa and Leah. 

Together with her husband, she has been able to influence the lives of many 

people who are fortunate enough to serve alongside this family in a local ministry.   
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