
NABE Statement on the Passing of Congressmember John Lewis 

 

Earlier this week America lost a valiant, courageous, fearless and 

visionary titan of the civil rights movement. His faith in God, deep 

and abiding love for his country and all of humanity, his 

persistent and unwavering fight for justice and equality, makes him 

stand parallel to no other.  NABE extends sincere condolences to his 

family and loved ones on this momentous but sad occasion. 

 

Wherever Congressman Lewis saw injustice against any person, he 

considered it injustice against all of humanity. All throughout his 

life, standing side-by-side with Dr. Martin Luther King, whom he 

considered his mentor and hero, he consistently risked his life and 

personal safety not for political reasons or financial gains, but for 

his deep and abiding love for our constitution and the belief that all 

men and women are created equal with unalienable rights with the 

expectation of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness in a free and 

just society. 

 

Over his lifetime, Congressman Lewis was severely beaten and 

imprisoned for his participation in so many demonstrations for 

justice across this nation. He represented all people across the 

political, racial, demographic, and socioeconomic spectrum of life. 

On one such occasion, he laid down his marker on the floor of the 

US Congress against the inhumane detention camps and the 

kidnapping of innocent babies from helpless mothers at the US 

border.  

 

In one of Dr. Martin Luther King's speeches, King stated that...The 

ultimate "measure" of a man is not  where he stands in moments of 

comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge 

and controversy…a true neighbor will risk his position, his prestige, 

and even his life for the welfare of others.”  Needless to say, that 

Congressman Lewis took these words to heart and achieved what so 

many only hoped and dreamed would be possible.  



 

On one occasion during the Congressional celebration of NABE’s 

Annual Multilingual Advocacy month in Washington, D.C., the 

NABE Executive Board was unexpectedly blessed and encouraged 

by an impromptu visit with Congressman John Lewis. It is said that 

some people come into our lives and they leave a lasting impression. 

Others come into our lives and we are made the better for it. Such 

was the encounter with Congressman John Lewis and the NABE 

Executive Board. This memory will last us for a lifetime to be in the 

presence of “authentic greatness.” 

 

“¡Sí se puede!” 

 

 

Dr. Josefina Tinajero, President 

Dr. Santiago Wood, Executive Director 

 

 


