
Reflections on "Voices from the Field: The Future of Teaching - Blending Online 
and Onsite Instruction" 

 

It was a pleasure attending "Voices from the Field: The Future of Teaching - Blending 

Online and Onsite Instruction" (August 11, 2020). Alexandra Güílamo presented 

responses to challenges that educators returning this fall will face, focusing on the New 

Three Pillars of Dual Language Education (DLE) with examples of how they can be 

used to guide teaching online and onsite instruction. She inspired educators to begin 

with empathy and kindness to ourselves and to our student's families following steps 

that include building on relationships based on trust, honesty and understanding. 

Emphasis was given to honoring students’ culture, language, hopes and individual 

interests. Alexandra made suggestions to have teachers collaborate in co-taught 

lessons and also emphasized the importance of maintaining connections with parents 

and co-educators through phone, text messages, social media and emails using videos, 

photos and infographics. She also included important components of DLE such as 

hosting parent meetings (Bilingual Advisory Committee) and attending conferences and 

institutes through platforms like Google Classroom. Alexandra shared the unit "A Part of 

a Safe Community" as a tool to begin the relationships between students, teachers, 

parents and community members that included content, language and culture objectives 

essential to DLE, Bilingual and English as a Second Language programs, which are 

beneficial to any student. She included the Purpose of the unit with the Why, How and 

What through the lens of the New Pillars of DLE. Participants' comments were shared, 

and inquiries were answered. Many participants thanked Alexandra for her empathy and 

understanding of their challenges. 
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