
NABE 2017 Welcome Letter 
 

Dear NABE Members, Affiliates, Sponsors, Exhibitors and Special Guests, 

  

It is an honor and pleasure to welcome you to Dallas and the 46th annual conference of the 

National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE).  As we salute educators across the globe, 

we are especially appreciative of the members from the 20 States and 3 International Affiliates 

(China, Spain, Mexico), who made the journey to Dallas to engage in dialogs and learning 

opportunities that will enhance our collective ability to serve our bilingual/multicultural and 

immigrant students.   

 

“At a time of shrinking resources and international interdependence, the United States can no 

longer afford the luxury of linguistic parochialism and cultural imperialism. It is poor policy to 

squander the existing reservoir of human talent that is already familiar with other cultures and 

other languages.” These words could not be truer today than when they were first spoken by J. 

David Edwards over two decades ago.  The theme for this year’s NABE 46th conference is 

“Leadership for Equity and Excellence through Bilingualism and Biliteracy.” Our 

conferences have been noted for attracting topnotch speakers in the bilingual/dual language field.  

This year’s conference maintains our reputation.  You will discover that our agenda includes 

practical insight and inspiration from the most respected leaders in this particular area. 

 

NABE has provided more than 300 carefully selected high-quality concurrent sessions covering 

30 different strands:  a lineup of outstanding international keynoters and featured speakers 

addressing the shortage of bilingual and diversity teachers; promising strategies for ESL 

teachers; implementation and opportunities in the new federal education Every Child Succeed 

Act (ESSA); new opportunities on the passage of California’s Proposition 58; new policies on 

refugees and immigration; Special Interest Groups (SIG); bilingual education related research; 

early learners initiatives, to mention a few.  

 

We are especially pleased to congratulate this year prestigious award recipients:  Dr. Jose 

Escalante-Ruiz for the Ramon Santiago, Superintendent Jon Gundry and the Santa Clara County 

Office of Education for the NABE Leadership Award, and US Representative Roberto Alonzo 

for the OTHLI Mexican Government Award. 

 

We encourage you to visit the Exhibit Hall daily with our dedicated vendors, exhibitors, and 

sponsors who offer cutting edge instructional resources; appropriate materials and educational 

products exhibition; media demonstrations; prizes and giveaways and, our special Career Fair 

booths. Enjoy the pre-conference institutes on the various topics.  

 

Be sure to take the pledge to pronounce our students’ name correctly and tweet your ideas at 

#MyNameMyIdentity and #NABE2017. The Take the Pledge module will be a free resource 

that My Name, My Identity is offering to educators to build their capacity as globally competent 

educators.  The My Name, My Identity is an example of NABE’s student advocacy effort in 

partnership with the Santa Clara County Office of Education and the support from the county 

superintendent, Jon Gundry. 

 



Together we can achieve great thing for our children; we have a duty to them to continue our 

efforts:  to continue the struggle to ensure that our children have every opportunity to succeed, 

and that language continues to enrich the life of our nation as a whole. We challenge you to tell 

our success stories and strive not just for equity, but also for excellence in the education of our 

children.  We must be the voice of America, sounding loud and clear to friends and to foes 

proclaiming multi-language development to be critical to the academic success and marketability 

of all Americans in a global environment. 

 

We challenge you to have a heartfelt call to arms. We must deliver a strong message based on 

our mission: we are about preserving language and culture and turning a child perceived to be 

“limited” into a “proficiently gifted child,” who competes successfully in the job market, and 

functions at ease in a global environment that has no place for an isolated fortress America. 

 

Most of all, enjoy the conference and the beautiful city of Dallas.  We look forward to hearing 

from you throughout the conference. 
 

¡Sí se puede! 

 

 Minh-Anh Hodge, Ed.D.     Santiago Wood, Ed.D. 

 President       Executive Director 

 


