
 

 

 

September 5, 2019 

 

Dear Friends, Colleagues and Fellow Members;  

I understand there are a number of questions regarding NAEA’s relationship with the California Society 

of Enrolled Agents and I am writing in an attempt to shed some light on the current situation. 

While NAEA and CSEA are separate legal entities whose boards serve different constituencies, NAEA’s 

bylaws require the governing documents of each Affiliate to be in conformity with the Bylaws of the 

Association.  

CSEA’s board decided to create and then expand an associate membership category that includes 

enrolled agents, which NAEA’s board determined to be in violation of NAEA’s bylaws. We have been 

asking CSEA to get back into compliance but after lengthy communications we have reached an impasse 

as there appears to be no plan to comply. Therefore NAEA’s board made the decision we needed to 

make – to uphold our bylaws – by informing CSEA that we will no longer recognize them as an NAEA 

affiliate.  

These discussions have been going on for a while so neither board made decisions in haste or isolation. 

There was much deliberation and discussion. There is no animosity between the two organizations and 

no ill will between the governing bodies. The organizations have not and do not expect to stop 

communicating and NAEA has not established another state affiliate.  

What does this mean for our members? Not much will change. All current members continue to be 

members and to enjoy the associated benefits. However enrolled agents in the unaffiliated state of 

California now have the choice to join either or both organizations - just like enrolled agents in other 

unaffiliated areas - and we certainly hope they choose to join both.  

I close with a thought that I hope unites us all: enrolled agents are now, always have been, and always 

will be better together.  

Sincerely,  

 

Jerry Gaddis, EA, MBA 

President 2019 - 2020 


