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The legacy of any professional organization is manifest in many of its 

activities. For NAGC a major component of its legacy resides its 

publications. These publications—be they policy statements, books, or 

monographs – are permanent and lasting testimony to the impact the 

organization has on the field. As Association Editor I have come to 

understand the immense potential of the organization to teach and to 

influence through the written word. So, during my tenure in this position 

my goal has been to contribute to the legacy with new publications that 

would move the field forward while still carrying on the good work of my 

predecessors.  

My first initiative was based on my observations of the time constraints of professionals in gifted 

education and of parents of gifted students. We set out to create a new product that would bring the 

most up-to-date information on topics in gifted education to administrators, teachers, counselors, and 

parents in a format that they could readily digest and apply. With the help of the NAGC Network chairs 

and with the tireless work of Cheryll Adams and NAGC staff the new NAGC Select Series has come to 

fruition. We have produced six booklets available on Kindles or in print from Amazon on topics ranging 

from Engaging and Challenging Curriculum: Supporting Advanced and Gifted Learners for teachers and 

administrators, Early Entrance to College as an Option for Highly Gifted Adolescents for counselors and 

parents to Social and Emotional Characteristics of Gifted Students for all of those audiences. We 

continue to seek ideas and manuscripts as we shepherd several others through the publication process.  

A second initiative has been the creation of another series, Research, Policy, and Practice in Gifted 

Education, aimed at researchers and administrators, which will review the current research on 

important topics in gifted education and frame the conclusions in practice and policy decisions. 

Jonathan Plucker has taken the lead in getting this series off the ground.  

During my tenure we have also developed a very good working relationship with our publishing partners 

including Prufrock Press. I had learned from those who came before me that because of the potential 

influence and their enduring nature there must be careful attention to ensuring that the documents that 

NAGC creates are of the highest quality. Both NAGC position statements and books we produce or 

endorse represent the organization. So the Publications Committee has taken on the responsibility for 

working closely with Prufrock and the Governance Committee to ensure that our joint publications and 

our policy statements are based on sound research and, hence, offer defensible positions to leaders 

both within gifted education and in the education field in general. This effort would not have been 

http://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/nagc-publications/nagc-select-series
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00YCX8KXK
http://www.amazon.com/Entrance-College-Option-Highly-Adolescents/dp/0996086676/ref=sr_1_sc_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1438792171&sr=8-1-spell&keywords=Early+Entrance+tocollege+as+an
http://www.amazon.com/Social-Emotional-Characteristics-Gifted-Students/dp/0996086668/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1418742764&sr=1-1&keywords=the+social+and+emotional+characteristics
http://www.nagc.org/about-nagc/who-we-are/nagc-position-statements-white-papers


possible without the careful and insightful review of documents ranging from proposals, to draft policy 

statements, and actual book texts from all of the members of the publication committee. Of particular 

note over the past three years have been the responses from Jeff Danielian, Richard Cash, Karen 

Westberg, Anne Rinn, Beth Hahn, Jennifer Robbins, Nancy Hertzog, and Tracy Missett. I am sure the new 

members of the committee will step up in the coming year as well. 

These brief examples point to the importance of this committee and all committees of NAGC. And lest 

people think that the Publications Committee or other committee work should be left to academics, 

look closely at my list above and note the number of non-academics on that list. I have found every 

point of view—that of teachers, state directors, administrators, parents, and academics to have 

particular value in getting our work done. I know every committee chair looks to and depends on the 

range of voices and talent we have in the organization to make the work we do with gifted and talented 

learners the finest it can be. Please join us in our work. 

 

 

 


