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Department: From Where I Sit 
Tracy L. Cross, NAGC President  
Cheers to the 60th 

  
As the new NAGC president, this year’s 
convention was positively invigorating. Having 
worked and lived in Indiana for 16 years I felt a 
strong sense of nostalgia for an entire week. My 
wife’s and my four children were raised in 
Indiana and we have developed many friendships 
there. Spending several days in Indianapolis 
among longstanding friends, new friends, and 
colleagues who share my passion for students 
with gifts and talents was a very moving 
experience for me. 
  

Now as we approach Thanksgiving and the holidays in December, it is especially fitting 
to sit back and appreciate the efforts of those who made time to join us as attendees, 
exhibitors, sponsors, and volunteers. 
  

Celebrating Trailblazers and Scholars Alike 
 

Given that my number one goal for NAGC is for the organization to become the leader in 
diversity encompassing students with gifts and talents, this year’s conference proved to 
be a wonderful step in that direction.  During the conference we celebrated 60 years of 
NAGC and the people who blazed the trails for us. There were the trailblazers and 
pioneers, early leaders and distinguished scholars, veteran teachers and interns, 
psychologists and counselors and so on. We honored their contributions through 
presentations, book,  and remembrances. We captured the professional life of Dorothy 
Sisk for posterity with her participation in the NAGC Legacy Series and we celebrated 
the life and career of Laurence J. (Larry) Coleman, a venerable and very important figure 
in the field of gifted education. We held sessions for 2,300 conference attendees, visited 
the Exhibit Hall with myriad vendors, and consumed gallons of coffee. We stayed up late 
talking to strangers, made new friends, and celebrated old friendships the NAGC way… 



by arguing. Arguing over ideas, gifted education or talent development, this school or 
that one and so on. In essence, we made a serious effort to appreciate the diversity of 
those who came before us. his year’s conference provided the footing we need 
organizationally to become the leader in serving the diversity from which students with 
gifts and talents hail.  
  

Partners Made it Possible 
 

Partnerships defined this year’s conference. For example, on three occasions NAGC has 
collaborated with the National Consortium of Specialized 
Secondary Schools for Math, Science and Technology 
(NCSSSMST). During this year’s conference we brought 
together members from both organizations for the hundreds 
of presentations provided. In addition, over 100 parents also 
attended a special day designed for them by the Indiana 
Association for the Gifted (IAG). Paula Olszewski-Kubilius, 
outgoing President of NAGC and an avid Disney fan, created a 
collaborative relationship a few years ago between NAGC with 
the Disney Youth Education Series program. As a celebration 
of the collaboration,  Disney  created a special award for Paula 
and brought along Mickey Mouse as a special guest.  

 

The Local Arrangements Committee (LAC) hosted the State 
Reception as well as the entertainment provided by gifted musicians from several 

schools and programs in Indiana. The LAC also 
coordinated visits to interesting local sites for 
NAGC attendees. In sum, the 60th NAGC 
conference was made possible by NAGC 
partnering with several important groups of 

professionals, NCSSSMST, Indiana Association for Gifted, Disney 
Corporation, our sponsors, and exhibitors, and the local arrangements 
committee. 
  

Communities Came Together 
 

On Saturday evening, the Indiana Reception was held in the beautiful Indiana State 
Museum across the street from the conference hotel. The food was wonderful and we 
had an opportunity to mix with 500 NAGC participants. An impressive cake celebrating 
the 60th anniversary of NAGC was shared by all, and the evening included a special toast 
with all of the NAGC past presidents who attended.                          
  
Ten universities came together to host the University Reception: the College of William 
& Mary, Ball State University, Western Kentucky University, Northwestern University, 
University of Arkansas –Little Rock, Baylor University, University of Washington, 

http://www.ncsssmst.org/
http://www.ncsssmst.org/
http://www.iag-online.org/
http://www.iag-online.org/
http://www.disneyyouth.com/our-programs/education/


University of Iowa, University of Georgia, and Purdue University. Graduate students met 
each other and met professors from other universities. It was an evening of good food 
and good conversation. 
 

Speakers Expanded Our Thinking 
 

I attended many special sessions and saw some fascinating speakers. Dr. Milton Chen 
made a compelling case during his keynote address for the use of technology, and more 
specifically the Internet in teaching. His presentation was educative, inspiring, and 
entertaining. 
  

John Green, a young novelist and Internet entrepreneur was a 
very humorous and thoughtful presenter. He gave myriad 
examples of his creativity and expertise in using the Internet for 
making learning fun. His presentation illustrated the inherent 
appeal of creating learning communities around topics of interest. 
Craig Watkins (pictured at left) shared examples of successful – 
and innovative – beyond the classroom learning experiences. 
Ashley Merryman presented to a large group on the role of 
competition in the development of talent. She discussed research 

that supported her thesis that competition can be healthy or unhealthy and that it exists 
across life experiences. Using sports and academic examples she illustrated the pros of 
healthy competition and the cons of maladaptive competition. 
  

I attended the final session of the conference wherein several past presidents of NAGC 
addressed questions and gave advice. I listened intensely in an effort to be effective in 
my role as President. The past presidents are an impressive group who have served as 
stewards of NAGC over the past 20 years, a full one third of the entire history of 
organization! We are fortunate to have them to advise us. 
  

Keep in mind that these are merely the highlights of my conference attendance.  
Imagine the aggregate experiences of more than two thousand conference goers. This 
year’s 60th annual NAGC conference was a true joy to attend and will prove to be a 
significant milestone in the history of the organization. Perhaps one day this conference 
will be included in the annals of the NAGC history for modeling its respect for its 
forefathers and mothers and its collaboration and commitment to identifying all gifted 
students from all backgrounds, as I titled my presidential talk: NAGC: All for One and 
One for All.  Baltimore awaits in 2014, hope to see you in person there November 13-16, 
2014. 
 
 


