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The work of gifted education advocates from across the country is evident in the flurry of activity for 

gifted students on Capitol Hill.  With the July 4 Congressional “recess” coming up shortly, now is a great 

time to reach out to your Members of Congress at home to build even more support. 

Here is what is happening on the Hill, thanks to your advocacy efforts: 

(1)  Both the House and Senate education committees met to consider the reauthorization of the 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).  Although the two bills differ greatly in framing the role 

of the federal government in education, gifted students are represented in both bills. 

In the House, the Education and Workforce Committee passed the “Student Success Act” (H.R. 5), which 

includes gifted and talented students in the teacher training section of the bill. An amendment 

requested by committee member Brett Guthrie (R-KY), allows school districts to use their Title II funds 

(money to districts to improve teacher and principal quality) to increase teachers’ ability to meet the 

educational needs gifted students.  Also, where states reserve a percentage of Title II funds for 

professional development for new teachers, the PD may include training in recognizing and educating 

gifted students.   

In the Senate, the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee included provisions from the 

TALENT Act in its “Strengthening America’s Schools Act of 2013,” S.1094.  The legislation draws 

attention for the first time to high-ability students in low-income schools by requiring states to describe 

how they will support local school districts in identifying, serving, and ensuring appropriate learning 

gains of gifted students, and those not formally identified as gifted, in Title I schools.  The provision goes 

on to provide examples of supportive educational approaches such as early entrance to kindergarten, 

enrichment, acceleration, curriculum compacting, and dual enrollment in secondary school and 

postsecondary education. S.1094 also includes a section that continues research and development in 

gifted education, including a national research center on the gifted and talented and demonstration 

grants, similar to the approach formerly found in the Javits Act.  As we know, continuing research is 

essential to developing and testing best classroom practices that support high-ability and gifted 

students.   

 

http://edworkforce.house.gov/studentsuccessact/
http://www.help.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/?id=1e962c65-9bf2-4029-b7cd-c1eb4e747f47&groups=Chair


Both bills will now be placed on congressional calendars for consideration by the full House and Senate.  

It’s possible that there will be opportunities to further strengthen the bills; we’ll be certain to keep you 

up to date. 

(2)  The other important gifted education-related activity on Capitol Hill was the introduction of the 

TALENT Act in the House by Congressman Jared Polis (D-CO) and Congressman Tom Latham (R-IA).  As in 

the Senate, the House bill (H.R. 2338) is a bipartisan bill, which reflects the interest in both parties in 

supporting both excellence and equity in our schools.  That interest and support, of course, has been 

cultivated by NAGC members, state association leaders, and individuals across the country who want to 

see our schools recognize and support budding talent and high achieving gifted learners.   

It’s important to secure as many cosponsors as possible for the TALENT Act.  Cosponsors signal support, 

so having numerous cosponsors increases our chances of inserting gifted education language into other 

bills.  More information about the TALENT Act, as well as copies of both S.512 and H.R. 2338 can be 

found on the NAGC website.  

Many of you will have the opportunity to speak with your Senators and Representative during the 

upcoming recess when Members of Congress hold public forums.  These are great opportunities to raise 

the needs of gifted students and to urge them to cosponsor S.512 (Senate) or H.R. 2338 (House).  Also, 

our advocacy partners at CEC have an online system that makes it very easy to contact Members of 

Congress on this issue and allows individuals to send the electronic message provided or to personalize 

it. Go to the CEC link and click on the TALENT Act letter.  Of course you can write your own message and 

send it to your Members of Congress using the online forms for each office at www.senate.gov or 

www.house.gov.  

Thank you for your work to get us this far. Legislative advocacy is a marathon not a sprint.  The federal 

legislative process takes longer and is more winding than in the states, but your patience and 

persistence is paying off! 

 

 

http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=7804
http://capwiz.com/cek/home/
http://www.senate.gov/
file://nagc3/sharedfolders/Communications/MultiBriefs_Compass%20Points/June%202013/www.house.gov

